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Official COP29 side event organized by the IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law (IUCN WCEL), the International Development Law Organization (IDLO), the Republic of Vanuatu, the University of Oslo, and World’s Youth for Climate Justice.
Throughout 2024, climate change cases have finally reached the level of the international judiciary. The European Court of Human Rights has, for the first time, issued a judgment on state obligations to protect human rights against the impacts of climate change. In addition, advisory opinion (AO) processes have taken place at three international courts and tribunals: the International Court of Justice, the International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. At the International Court of Justice in particular, the oral hearings in December 2024 represent a critical juncture. Their outcomes stand to provide legal certainty on climate rights and obligations, and bolster efforts for justice and accountability within and outside international climate negotiations. In many of these cases, the countries and people on the frontlines of the climate crisis – who are already feeling the brunt of extreme weather and climate events – have been leading the campaign for justice. From Small Island Developing States to global youth networks and groups of women and girls, the rule of law is being used as a powerful tool for those seeking to defend their rights in the face of the climate crisis, and to demand greater action in this critical decade. These cases – some of them still ongoing - may act as potential game-changers for the international climate regime, with far-reaching implications for future climate negotiations, loss and damage and climate justice at all levels.
Unpacking the different and distinctive roles that governments, intergovernmental organizations, and civil society alike can all play in these developments, this event will seek to:
· Strengthen understanding of the three Advisory Opinion processes, particularly the ongoing International Court of Justice advisory proceedings, and how they contribute to the evolution of international law, and impact domestic litigation efforts;
· Discuss the judgment by the ECtHR in Verein Klimaseniorinnen vs Switzerland and identify challenges and inequalities that affected groups and activists face in upholding their rights, and discuss proven examples and recommendations to overcome them;
· Identify linkages between global climate cases and loss and damage negotiations as part of an effective remedy;
· Explore the roles of different actors involved in these international decisions and how they contribute to building representation and partnerships that empower people, communities and individuals in the pursuit of climate justice through the international rule of law.
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Opening Remarks:
· Ms Jan Beagle, Director-General, IDLO (pre-recorded video)
· Justice Jawad Hassan, High Court of Lahore
Panel:
· Ms Irmina Pacho, Climate Justice Specialist, IDLO
These cases, and many more around the world, are testament to the ability of legally empowered justice seekers to be agents of change. Through your work at IDLO, what examples can you share of ways to empower communities to protect their environmental rights and fight for climate justice?
· Mr Benjamin Schachter, Coordinator, Environment and Climate Change Team, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
With an increasing number of climate litigation cases making their way through justice systems, the question of effective remedies is brought into focus – particularly in the context of loss and damage. How can States ensure that people whose rights have been violated because of loss and damage from climate change have access to justice and effective remedy, and what considerations might this remedy include?
· Ms Erika Lennon, Senior Attorney, Center for International Environmental Law
The recent climate cases, such as the ITLOS Advisory Opinion on Climate Change, the IACtHR AO on Human Rights and the Climate Emergency and the ECtHR case of Verein KlimaSeniorinnen Schweiz and Others v. Switzerland are likely to provide insight into the key legal issues or findings that may influence or at least inform the ICJ AO. What do you consider are the most important key legal issues in these cases for the ICJ AO, particularly if the objective is to pursue an advisory opinion that addresses climate justice?
· Assistant Secretary-General Cristelle Pratt, Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States
The OACPS has been involved in the ICJ AO initiative since the early stages and has played a pivotal role in securing initially the majority of votes required for the UNGA Resolution and now representing 79 member states in the proceedings. We imagine that representing the priorities and interests of such a large and diverse membership across so many regions is a challenge in these legal proceedings. What have been the key legal issues prioritised by the OACPS in the ICJ AO? And how much has climate justice (or again injustices) shaped these priorities for your membership?
· Professor Christina Voigt, Chair, IUCN WCEL
There is a strong hope among many that the outcome of these legal processes can also be a strong tool for countries to support ongoing policy negotiations. How do the advisory opinion processes at the ICJ and elsewhere relate to the UNFCCC’s own processes? Could they support or impede it?
Closing Remarks:
· Mr Abraham Nasak, Head of the Vanuatu Delegation to COP29 and Acting Director General of the Ministry of Climate Change Adaptation, Meteorology, Geo-Hazards, Environment, Energy and Disaster Management.
Moderator:
· Mr Mert Kumru, European Front Coordinator, World’s Youth for Climate Justice (WYCJ)
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