Selected Natural Catastrophe Events
Data as of: 2/12/2011

Date
26.02.1981

7.-8.2.1987

25.2.-4.3.1988

30.3.1993

2.1.2002

Area Affected

Vanuatu
lands

Vanuatu
Efat'e, Port Vila

Vanuatu

Epi Island, Shepherd Islands,
Malampa

Vanuatu
Epi, Efate, Shepherd isl.

Vanuatu
Port Vila, Efate

Minchener Rick
Munich Re Group

Loss Event

Earthquake MR198102A035

Strong earthquake, measuring 6.5 on the Richter
scale, Vanuatu Islands region. Epicentre located at
about 1800 km NE of Brisbane.

Sources:

Typhoon Uma MR198702B008

High wind speeds up to 165 km/h, heavy rain (256
mm/3 hours), landslides. Islands cut off. Thousands
of houses damaged (esp. roofs), 5,000 destroyed.
Damaged to offices, supermarkets, shops (US$
140m). Telecommunication lines cut, water and
electricity supply suspended. 3 ferries destroyed, air
traffic interrupted. High losses to Kopra industry.
Homeless: ca. 15,000.

Fatalities: 50

Economic Losses: est. US$ 150m

Insured Losses: est. US$ 140m

Sources: WMO; R; NZZ; LL; MR; WIR; ICA,; Fiji Met.
Serv.; SUPI

Cyclone Bola MR198802B050

Category 3 cyclone (SSHS), wind speeds up to
195km/h, heavy rain, landslides. 3,000 houses
affected. Roads, bridges damaged. Affected: 15,000.
Also affected: Fiji, New Zealand.

Economic Losses: est. US$ 5m

Sources: Fiji Met. Serv. Government

Tropical Cyclone Prema MR199303B048

Gusts up to 180 km/h. Buildings damaged.
Agricultural losses. Water and power supply
disrupted. Affected: 12,000. Homeless: 7,000.
Injured: 10.

Fatalities: 1

Economic Losses: est. US$ 6m

Sources: DHA, ESCAP/UN

Earthquake, landslide MR200201A034

M 7.3 Mw (USGS). Interplate offshore. Depth 21 km.
Epicenter 45 km W of Port Vila. Landslides. 2
buildings damaged. 3 bridges damaged/destroyed.
Main wharf cut off by landslides. Injured: several.
Economic Losses: est. US$ 3m

Sources: OCHA; R; LL; Australian Ass.Press; USGS
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