
June - Sep. 1987 Bangladesh Floods MR198706C003

Dinajpur, Rangpur, Bogra, 
Habiganj, Naogaon, Sylhet, 
Sunamganj, Kurigram, 
Lalmanir Hat, Nilphaniari

Heavy monsoon rain, flash floods, tropical cyclone,
high wind speeds, high waves. Worst flood in 75
years. Rivers Teesta, Darala, Khowai, Manu,
Meghna, Gumati, Surma, Kushiara, Barak, Ganges
burst their banks, 2,000 km of embankments
destroyed. Ganges valley flooded, altogether 43,000
km². 15 villages cut off. Land traffic and train services
interrupted, 16,100 km of roads damaged/destroyed.
Communication lines cut, water supply suspended. 5
trawlers sunk, 84 fishing vessels missing. Losses to
agriculture (1,5 million tonnes of rice, US$ 70 million
of jute, tea plantations) and livestock, 9,300 km² of
cultivated land destroyed. Outbreak of epidemic
disease (50,000 cases). 18 million inhabitants lost
their property. Homeless: 2,500,000, affected: 20
million.
Fatalities: 2550
Economic Losses: est. US$ 2000m
Sources: IFRC; FAZ; R; MR; Press Association; UPI;
Bangladesh government

24.-28.5.1985 Bangladesh Tropical cyclone MR198505B002

Gulf of Bengal, Island of 
Hatia, Sandwip, Bhola, 
Barisal, Noakhali

Wind speeds up to 225 km/h, heavy monsoon rain,
high waves up to 15 metres, numerous islands and
coastal towns flooded, flash floods, high water levels
on rivers Khowai, Dhalai, Kang Gumti, dams
damaged, rivers burst their banks. 7 islands severely
affected. >20,000 houses destroyed. Roads and
bridges damaged/destroyed. Communication and
electricity supply suspended in numerous areas,
drinking water polluted, supply interrupted. >500
fisherman missing, boats and vessels sunk/run
aground. Major losses to agriculture (140,000 head
of cattle killed), 2,000 km² of crops (esp. rice, jute)
damaged/destroyed. Also affected: India.
Fatalities: 11050
Economic Losses: est. US$ 50m
Sources: IFRC; HB; SZ; FAZ; R; NZZ; LL; Die Welt;
UPI; Bangladesh Met. Dept.; Government

7.-23.8.1987 Bangladesh Flood MR198708C012
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29.-30.4.1991 Bangladesh Tropical cyclone, storm 
surge

MR199104B045

River Ganges and Jamuna burst their banks. 1/3 of
country flooded. Losses to property (US$ 330
million). 772,000 houses, 1,000 schools destroyed,
1,5 million houses damaged.
Fatalities: 2
Economic Losses: est. US$ 1400m
Sources: LL; OFDA

Sept. 1987 Bangladesh Floods MR198709C033

Worst flood in 75 years. 16,000 km roads destroyed.
Losses to crops (US$ 1,5 million, mainly rice, jute).
Homeless: 1,5 million, affected: 20 million.

Fatalities: 515
Economic Losses: est. US$ 500m
Sources: LL

June - Sep. 1988 Bangladesh Floods MR198806C007

Wind speeds up to 260 km/h, waves up to 5 metres,
storm surge. Thousands of houses destroyed.
Hundreds of boats sunk. Homeless: 2 million,
missing: 6,000.
Fatalities: 2000
Economic Losses: est. US$ 310m
Insured Losses: est. US$ 2m
Sources: NZZ; LL; WMO; Bangladesh Met. Dept.

29.11.1988 Bangladesh Tropical cyclone MR198811B042

entire country, esp. Dhaka Persistent rain for several weeks, landslides, flash
floods. Numerous rivers burst their banks. 53 of 64
departments affected, 3/4 of the country flooded,
large areas cut off, >600,000 houses destroyed.
Transport systems interrupted, road, highways and
bridges destroyed, vessels sunk. Air traffic disrupted.
Electricity and water supply suspended,
telecommunication network totaly disrupted. High
losses to agriculture and livestock (15,000 cattles), 3
million tonnes of crops destroyed. Outbreak of
epidemic disease, drinking water polluted (600,000
sick, >300 deaths). Homeless: 30 million, affected:
55 million. Also affected: Afghanistan, India, Nepal.
Fatalities: 3000
Economic Losses: est. US$ 1200m
Sources: SZ; FAZ; R; NZZ; LL; MR; UPI; PA
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June- August 2004 Bangladesh Floods, flash floods MR200406C011

Gulf of Bengal, Cox's Bazar, 
Chittagong, Bola, Noakhali 
districts, esp. Kutubdia

Wind speeds 260 km/h, gusts up to 315 km/h, central
pressure 938 mb, waves up to 6 metres, torrential
rain, storm surge, flood. Landfall data: 29.4.91, 18:00
gmt, along Cox's Bazar and Chittagong coastline.
160 km coastline submerged, 1,000 km² of
embankments damaged/destroyed. 819,000
dwellings destroyed, 882,750 dwellings damaged.
Major losses to infrastructure and lifeline network,
1,230 km of earthen roads, 496 bridges damaged.
Vessels sunk. >1 million head of livestock killed, 511
km² of crops destroyed, 1,565 km² of crops
damaged. Injured: 460,000, missing: 1,225,
evacuated: 350,000, affected: > 10 million.
Fatalities: 139000
Economic Losses: est. US$ 3000m
Insured Losses: est. US$ 100m
Sources: OCHA; HB; FAZ; PCS; R; NZZ; LL; MR;
MWR; WIR; Press reports; Bangladesh Met. Dept.;
OFDA; NOAA

10.7.- 30.9.1998 Bangladesh Floods MR199807C089

Gaibandha, Bogra, Jamalpur, 
Pabua, Sirajganj, Dhaka, 
Manikanj, Chhatak, 
Sunamganj, Betagoir, 
Kurigram, Sylhet, Chittagong, 
Cox's Bazar

Torrential monsoon rain (325 mm/36 hours, Cox's
Bazar), mudslides. Brahmaputra, Buriganga,
Ganges, Meghna, Lanks, Padma, Punarbhaba,
Jamuna, Surma, Gumti, Kangsha, Sitalakhoia
riverbanks burst, 52 districts affected (out of 64).
4,200 km of embankments affected, 47 districts
affected, 60,000 km² flooded, Dhaka 50 % flooded.
Worst flood in the century (damage to economy and
widespread coverage). 430,000 dwellings/houses
damaged, 1,000 schools, colleges flooded, cars and
trucks damaged. 15,000 km of roads, highways,
railroads, 7,000 bridges damaged/blocked. 21
trawlers, ferries capsized. 11,000 businesses
affected, 6,000 closed. Food stock destroyed, food
and water supply affected. 15,600 km² of crops
damaged/destroyed (2 million tonnes of rice
destroyed), 12,600 head of livestock killed. Injured:
tens of thousands, homeless/evacuated: 25 million,
affected: 30 million. Outbreak of epidemic diseases
(650 deaths, 445,000 affected). Economic losses: 10
% of gross domestic product.
Fatalities: 1050
Economic Losses: est. US$ 4300m
Sources: OCHA; IFRC; SZ; FAZ; R; NZZ; LL; WIR;
United Press; THW; IFRC
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15.-17.11.2007 Bangladesh Cyclone Sidr, storm surge MR200711B011

Chittagong; Barisal, 
Patuakhali, Borguna, 
Jhalakathi, Pirojpur; Khulna, 
Bagerhat; Dhaka

Wind speeds up to 240 km/h (Cat. 4), torrential rain,
floods, storm surge (up to 5m). >563,800 houses,
buildings, schools destroyed, >939,600 damaged.
Hundreds of boats capsized. Airports/ports closed,
air traffic/navigation suspended. Road-, rail traffic
disrupted. Power lines downed. Communication
disrupted, water supply affected. Trees downed, 300
km² of the Sundarban forest (World Heritage site)
and wildlife affected. Major losses to agriculture (esp.
rice crops, fruit trees), fishery, aquaculture, >1.5
million head of livestock killed. Injured: >55,280,
missing: >870, affected: 8.7 million,
homeless/evacuated: 3.2 million. Also affected: India.
Fatalities: 3295
Economic Losses: est. US$ 3775m
Sources: IFRC; SZ; R; NZZ; LL; AFP; AP;
Government; Xinhua; local press; FAO

Dhaka, Sylhet, Sunamganj, 
Moulvibazar, Comilla, 
Habiganj, Brahamanbaria, 
Feni

Worst monsoon rains in 15 years, thunderstorms,
tornadoes, landslides, lightning. Rivers burst their
banks. 900,000 houses, 24,500 schools
damaged/destroyed. Textile industry disrupted.
Communication lines cut off. Air, Rail, road traffic
affected. Losses to agriculture, fish farms. Livestock
killed. Outbreak of epidemical diseases. Homeless:
60 million, affected: 36 million. Also affected: India,
Nepal.
Fatalities: 730
Economic Losses: est. US$ 2200m
Sources: IFRC; HB; SZ; FAZ; R; NZZ; LL; WIR; AP;
dpa; Die Welt; United News of Bangladesh; Xinhua
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