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Systematic observation of 
greenhouse gases (GHG) to 
support climate action in cities 
and regions

The Observatory: Telling the story behind the figures
Filling the data gap with qualitative analysis of implemented climate action



The Global Observatory of climate
action

Local governments Climate finance Sectors



Global state of emission reporting

Global Covenant of Mayors 
• 11,740 signatories
• 13% of world population
• Mitigation potential = 1.9 GtCO2e/y in 

2030

• Common Reporting Framework (since 
2018):

• CDP-ICLEI Unified Reporting System
• EU Covenant of Mayor’s “My 

Covenant”



Global state of emission reporting

European Covenant of Mayors’ signatories mostly reached their targets…
• 1,643 cities with at least one Monitoring Emission Inventory (MEI)
• 19.5% average emission reduction from BEI to MEI 
• 40% overshot their 2020 target
• 82% approach their 2020 target

… yet a timing gap remain between emission inventories and decision-making.

• 2014: the average last emission monitoring year

Source: Rivas, S., Urraca, R, Palermo, V., Bertoldi, P. (2022). Covenant of Mayors 2020: Drivers and barriers for 
monitoring climate action plans. Journal of Cleaner Production

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652621041962#tbl2


Global state of emission reporting

CDP-ICLEI Unified Reporting System

• Slight decrease in reporting in 2021…
• … yet rising mitigation results

• Drivers of mitigation:
- Technological change (26.2%)
- Behavioural change (11.5%)
- Policy change (8.9%)
- Change in accounting methodology/ 

data access (13.6%)



• African emissions were about 4% of 
global fossil fuel emissions in 2017

• 1990-2017: average growth rate in 
emission of 4.6%/y-1, i.e. twice the 
global rythm (2.2% y-1)

• Different evolution patterns according
to countries

Source: Ayompe, L. M., Davis, S. J., Egoh, B. N., 2021

African emissions on the rise

https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/abc64f


CoM SSA generates a groundswell of 
committments for climate action



The Global Observatory of Climate
Action

• An editorial committee, in charge of 
coordination, writing, editing the 
publications.

• A network of expertise: researchers, 
consultants, journalists and more, 
contributing to the work of the 
Observatory.

• A collection of synthesis reports and case 
studies on national and local-level climate
action.



Telling the story behind the figures 



Regional chapter • Observatory of climate
action in Africa

Energy

Forest-Biodiversity

Cities

Adaptation

Four priority sectors of analysis to share the 
stories of climate action in Africa



Climate Chance Association



www.climate-chance.org
association@climate-chance.org
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Whatsapp: +33 770 415 623
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