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Building Climate Resilience & Adaptation in
the Kainai First Nation, Alberta Canada

Partnership Goals
1. Build capacity to address climate change for short, medium and long term
2. Increase overall knowledge about climate change
3. Help Tribe to address risks and plan for an uncertain and changing future.

Sharing Knowledge Locally & Globally

e Within the Blackfoot Confederacy in Canada
and the United States

* Proposed comparison research project with
Nama Tribe in South Africa
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Building Climate Resilience & Adaptation in
the Kainai First Nation, Alberta Canada

Building a Culture of Trust in Context
* In context of Canada’s history with indigenous peoples

e Consideration of what sharing traditional knowledge means (sacred
and private / public good / global climate change cooperation

Canada’s Boreal
Forest. Ecologist,
Cynthia Lane
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Building Climate Resilience & Adaptation in
the Kainai First Nation, Alberta Canada

Contributes to Canada’s commitment under the Paris Agreement

Key Points

Article 6 (8)

* importance of integrated, holistic and balanced non-market approaches available to
assist in the implementation of nationally determined contributions,

* in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication,
* in acoordinated and effective manner, including mitigation, adaptation, finance,
technology transfer and capacity building...

Article 7 (5)

e should be based on and guided by the best available science and,

* traditional knowledge, knowledge of indigenous peoples and local knowledge systems,
e with a view to integrating adaptation into relevant socioeconomic and environmental

policies and actions
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The Kainai First Nation, Alberta Canada

Key Points

* Confederation of Canada is 150 years old —
affects of colonization still being felt

* Agreements called Treaties — still working
through different understanding / rights

* Many indigenous people in Canada live on
reserves

e Building trust within the community and with
non-indigenous partners is important for
climate resilient futures

* Traditional ways of knowing and interacting
with the natural environment can help the
world



The Kainai First Nation, Alberta Canada

Key Points sty

Saskatchewan

* Blackfoot Confederacy oldest
residents of western prairie region of
North America |

* Traditional territory on the Northern Columbi Traditional
Plains of what is now North America, ' ‘ Blackfoot Territory
(Rocky Mountains) | i
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* Energy vulnerabilities, but also Wyomning
opportunities Nebraska
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The Kainai First Nation & Climate Change

Key Points

* Changes to our lands, plants and animals
affect the balance of Kainai cultural,
economical, social and environmental way of
life, Niipaitapiiyssinni

 Blackfoot culture based on a reciprocal '
relationship that requires responsible and CU"ﬂ{re Is a ml{tual
sustainable decisions to maintain a healthy relationship with the land. If

relationship between Kainai people and the changes occur to the land
land due to climate change then

the culture is affected...Our

» Dialogue between knowledge holders of all cultural reference points are
disappearing because of

backgroungls is necessary tc? build bridges climate change." Dr. Leroy
between differing perspectives and create Little Bear Blood Tribe Elder
effective solutions for adapting to climate

change



Renewable Energy in Indigenous, Northern
& Remote Communities

Key Points

* New renewable energy will be on or across
Indigenous traditional lands and waters

* Northern communities face energy access and
energy security challenges

* Renewable energy unprecedented opportunities
for indigenous peoples to build partnerships that
will have enormous benefits for whole society

* Fulbright Arctic Initiative Report,
Developing Renewable Energy in Arctic and Sub-Arctic
Regions and Communities,
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Key Points

* Addressing Barriers

* Building Local Capacity

* Access to Capital

* Investment in Research, Development and Export

* http://www.usask.ca/icngd/FulbrightArcRenewableEnergy.pdf

UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN

School of Environment
and Sustainability

USASK.CA/SENS
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