Biographies 

Robert Grassmann – Welthungerhilfe
Robert Grassmann holds a degree in International Agriculture of the University of Kassel, Germany. 

Following his studies he was working in rural development operations with Deutscher Entwicklungsdienst and CIM/GTZ in the Dominican Republic for twelve years. Back in Germany at the beginning of 1993, he worked for the German Red Cross as desk officer in the regional team for East Africa.

In July 1994, he joined the regional teams for Latin America and the Caribbean. As Program Manager he was monitoring since 2001 the disaster risk reduction operations of Welthungerhilfe in Nicaragua. In 2009 he became “Senior Advisor” in the recently created unit ”Knowledge, Innovation and Consultancy” focusing on mainstreaming disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation in all Welthungerhilfe operations worldwide. 
Robert Grassmann is an executive board member of the German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV), the National Platform for Disaster Reduction in Germany.

Madeleen Helmer – Red Cross
Madeleen Helmer (1958, Netherlands)  is Head of the Red Cross/Red Crescent Climate centre, hosted by the Netherlands Red Cross (NLRC) and serving the International RC/RC family.

The RC/RC Climate centre was established in 2002. The mission is to support all 186 RC/RC national societies in better understanding and addressing the risks of climate change, in particular in the context of disaster risk reduction, disaster management and health and care programs, with a focus on the most vulnerable people.

Before she joined the Red Cross in 2001, Madeleen worked since 1985 with the Pacific Working Group and since 1992 with the European Centre on Pacific Issues, dealing with social, environmental, peace and human rights issues in the Pacific region and the role of civil society in the European aid regime to the Pacific and the ACP at large. 

Madeleen has been educated at the School of Journalism (1985). She and her partner have two

children. 


Uwe Singer - InWEnt

Dr. Uwe Singer works as a senior project manager for the InWEnt division Economic, Environmental and Social statistics.

There he organises capacity building measures dealing with the provision of accurate policy information and planning data in the fields of environment, climate change and DRM (amongst others). E.g. he is currently involved in a project on capacity building for DRM in India.

Being a geographer by education, he worked as a researcher before joining InWEnt in an international and interdisciplinary research project on Global Environmental Change in West Africa, focussing on socio-economic aspects, rural development and vulnerability due to climate change in Benin. 


