Cityzens

Declaration for Enhancing
Air Quality in African Cities
at COP 29 (20 Cityzens so far)

In light of the urgent need to address air quality issues in African cities, we, the UrbanBetter
Cityzens, call upon global leaders to prioritize key actions and initiatives that will significantly
improve air quality across the continent. This declaration outlines essential strategies that
must be implemented to combat air pollution and promote public health.

Investment in Sustainable
Transport Systems

Encouraging the use of bicycles and walking through
improved infrastructure is a vital strategy for enhancing air
quality in urban areas. To make these modes of transport
more appealing, cities must focus on creating safe,
convenient, and comfortable environments for cyclists and
pedestrians. This involves developing high-quality street
designs that include dedicated bike lanes, wider sidewalks,
and pedestrianized zones.

Promotion of Clean and
Renewable Energy

Shifting focus towards renewable energy sources such

as solar, wind, and hydroelectric power is crucial. These
alternatives not only reduce greenhouse gas emissions
but also decrease reliance on polluting energy sources.
Governments should incentivize the adoption of renewable
energy technologies by providing financial support and
creating favorable policies for businesses and households.

Strengthening Regulatory
Frameworks

Implementing and enforcing strict emission regulations for
industries and vehicles is essential. This includes setting
stringent standards for pollutants such as particulate
matter (PM2.5), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and sulfur dioxide
(S02). Regulations should also target household emissions
by promoting cleaner cooking technologies, such as
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) stoves, to replace traditional
biomass burning.

Support for Green
Infrastructure

Investing in urban greening initiatives—such as tree planting,
parks, and community gardens—will help absorb pollutants
and improve overall urban ecosystems. Green spaces not
only provide aesthetic benefits but also serve as natural air
filters that enhance public health. Engaging local communities
in these projects fosters ownership and encourages
sustainable practices.

Comprehensive Air
Quality Monitoring
Systems

To effectively manage air quality, it is vital to establish robust
air quality monitoring networks. Deploying affordable sensors
and developing real-time reporting systems will provide
critical data for policymakers and the public. This information
can guide targeted interventions and raise awareness about
pollution levels in different neighborhoods.

Community Education
and Awareness

Raising public awareness about the health impacts of

air pollution is crucial for fostering behavioral change.
Campaigns should educate citizens on how their daily
activities contribute to poor air quality and promote
practices that reduce exposure. Engaging local communities
through workshops, schools, and religious organizations

can enhance understanding and participation in air quality
improvement efforts.

Promoting Waste
Management Solutions

Addressing waste management is vital in reducing air
pollution caused by open burning of refuse. Leaders should
support the development of recycling programs, waste-to-
energy initiatives, and proper landfill management practices.
Providing alternative waste disposal solutions will minimize
harmful emissions associated with improper waste handling.

Conclusion

In conclusion, enhancing air quality in African cities requires
a multifaceted approach that combines investment in
sustainable transport, promotion of renewable energy, strict
regulatory frameworks, green infrastructure development,
comprehensive monitoring systems, community engagement,
effective waste management solutions, and collaboration with
local governments. By prioritizing these initiatives at COP 29,
global leaders can significantly improve the health and well-
being of millions living in urban areas across Africa. Together,
we can create cleaner, healthier cities for future generations.
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