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INTRODUCTION:
The Global Climate Crisis is a defining moment and its effects are already with us. Today, the Race towards Net Zero is more strategic and important than it ever was. The United Nations Secretary General has warned that “we are in a life-or-death struggle for our own safety today and our survival tomorrow.” And to the Director General of the International Renewable Energy Agency, “We are staring into a terrifying abyss of irreversible climate consequences, if we fail to act.” Global Green politics is entering a new era; one that requires those who believe in the founding principles of Sustainable Development to stand up and be counted - The Time is Now.
 His Excellency Distinquished Senator Hope Uzodinma (CON) the Executive Governor  of Imo State has directed the Sole Administrators (SOLADS) of the 27 Local Government Areas of the state to plant​ 10,000 trees in their local communities​ within six months of the launching of Hope Green Revolution (HGR)​initiative.
Uzodinma gave the direction in his address at the flag-off of the tree planting initiative and launching of the Hope Green Revolution in collaboration with Numeric Development Limited and Summit Innovative and Synergy Limited, its development partners.
The launching attracted representatives from the Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment; Federal Ministry of Health; Federal Ministry of Environment and the United States ambassador to Nigeria.
Before I continue it , owing to time and space it becomes  pertinent to share only one of my many experiences and lessons learnt on Tree planting and success in Nigeria 
COMRADE AYODELE ADEWALE TRACK RECORD ON TREE PLANTING

This experience was in Amuwo Odofin of Lagos State in my capacity as the Senior Special Assistant (SSA) on International Affairs and Deputy Head of Climate Change. to the Executive Chairman of Amuwo Odofin Local Government Council Hon.Comrade Ayodele Adebowale Adewale popularly known as the First Lord Mayor in Nigeria. It may interest us to know that the Climate Change Special Unit was created during my time and Amuwo Odofin L.G.A. was the first L.G.A to create such a Climate Change Office in the 774 Local Government Areas in Nigeria little wonder the First Citizen of Climate Change in Nigeria then Dr.Victor Fodeke came all the way from Federal Capital Territory (FCT) Abuja to plant a Tree in honour of our celebrated exploits and track records  on TREE PLANTING ans CLIMATE CHANGE in general.In fact and indeed the then Chairman of Amuwo Odofin L.G.A was recognized by Association of Lord Mayors in the globe hence his name The Lord Mayor of Nigeria in their midst. It is also very important to mention here that while I was with Amuwo Odofin Local Government Council  as an appointee of Comrade Ayodele Adewale our NGOS collaborated with Amuwo Odofin L.G.A on several occasions and had presentations on TREE PLANTING etc in various United Nations Conferences on Climate Change . The names of our NGOS are United Nations of Youth Network Nigeria (UNOY) and Global Alert for Defence of Youth and the Less Privileged (GADYLP) We attended the following United Nations Conferences on Climate Change and made presentations in some of them not all as our ABSTRACT on SIDE EVENTS were accepted as very outstanding. The UNITED NATIONS  Conference on Climate Change we attended were: Conference of Parties to the 15th Edition of the UN Conference on Climate Change held in Copenhagen , Denmark in 2009 otherwise known as COP15., We attended COP16 in  Mexico in 2010 , we were there in COP 17 in Durban South Africa in 2011  .Our presence was felt in COP 18 in Doha in ,Qatar in 2012, COP 19 in Warsaw , Poland in 2013.COP 21 in Paris ,France  in 2015 etc..    
When I became a King and had to go back to my home state which is Imo State I had to follow the trents of things as they unfold on Climate Change and TREE PLANTING which is my NGOS Major area of Specialty even as we had presented papers on the topic nationally ,regionally and internationally. Within a space of time I discovered that the first citizen of my state Distinguished Senator Hope Uzodinma (CON)  is a goal getter , an achiever and indeed a trail blazer in various areas including but not limited to TREE PLANTING and CLIMATE CHANGE hence I do not have any alternative than to use my enormous skills and expertise to support this wonderful project ( HOPE GREEN REVOLUTION) which holistic packaging is the first in Sub Saharan Africa.    
Governor Uzodimma said that tree planting has been​an age-long method of dealing with ravaging natural disasters, such as flood.
He urged everyone to consider tree planting and other measures to check environmental abuse as panacea to solving the threatening climate change.
This is as he directed the SOLADS to take the lead in planting a least 10,000 trees within their domain, just as the commissioners for Agriculture and Environment will work out the modalities on how to fully implement the other protocols that would make the Hope Green Revolution initiative a huge success in the state.
HOPE GREEN REVOLUTION : 
According to him, “I have been informed that through the launching of the ‘Hope Green Revolution’, which is the first of its kind in sub-Saharan Africa, we shall reap the benefits, economically, ecologically and socially.
“I sincerely look forward to these benefits, which will include a safer and healthier environment, job creation and opportunities for increased internal revenue generation.
“As our own modest contribution to the realization of this lofty idea, I hereby direct the chairmen of the 27 Local Government Areas in the state to plant a minimum of ten thousand trees in their domain within the next six months. The commissioners of Agriculture and Environment should collaborate to come up with the best strategies that will help Imo State drive the ‘Hope Green Revolution’ to a fruitful end.
“It is remarkable that this event is taking place at a time when Nigeria has just experienced the worst type of flooding in recent history. As a result, many Nigerians lost their lives and property, while many more were displaced from their homes. As we speak, many Nigerians are yet to return to their homes, and we are all praying for the rains to abate and for the floods to recede.
The Hope Green Revolution, according to the governor, is an ambitious and revolutionary movement to address the anxieties and other consequences of extreme weather, which makes the event timely.
GIANT STRIDES IN IMO STATE 
Governor Uzodimma continued: “Although Nigeria is a party to the Global Green Transmission Agenda, Imo State is the first sub-national to go green in Africa. Thus, today’s event signifies a major milestone and another first for our dear state. This should not come as a surprise to anyone, considering that Imo State under my watch is blazing the trail on many fronts.
“In this respect it will interest you to know that Imo State is also the first state to embrace a full – blown digital economy, being the first state in Nigeria to establish a Ministry of Digital Economy and e-Government. Surely, you will agree with me that Imo State is on the march again!
“Be that as it may, we all know that climate change is responsible for the incessant rains, the attendant floods and other devastating extreme weather events reported across the world in recent times. We also know that a variety of human activities, which result in the excessive release of greenhouse gases, are responsible for the depletion of the ozone layer, the resultant global warming and other features of extreme weather, such as flooding.”
“It is reassuring that something as simple as tree planting offers us a chance to contribute to the global efforts to mitigate against climate change and its devastating consequences.
“This explains why today’s event should not be seen as a mere ceremony but the beginning of a revolution. It should, therefore, be taken seriously by the agencies of government, corporate organizations and of course, the citizens and residents of the state.
“The declaration of Imo State going green today is to emphasize that it is henceforth compulsory for everyone who resides in Imo State to plant and nurture trees. In addition, other initiatives aimed at reducing the amount of greenhouse gases released to the environment through everyday human activities will be launched. This includes the adoption of such green energy initiatives as the green cook stoves and other energy- saving initiatives in government offices and buildings.
“This is an innovative idea aimed at helping to mitigate the damage done to our environment by the indiscriminate activities of man. Although we have been having tree – planting campaigns in Nigeria, I believe the current aggressive approach will yield more positive results, partly because many of us now know that climate change is real.
CONCLUSION : 
 Governor Uzodinma continued  : “When I talk about the indiscriminate destructive activities of mankind towards nature, I look directly at those who fell trees either for commercial or domestic uses. As a child I used to observe government employees planting gmelina trees all around the state. Some of the cashew trees planted by our forebears are still there for us to see. These were deliberate efforts by a visionary generation to check erosion long before we started talking of combating the effects of climate change. But where are the trees today? Loggers, many of them, illegal, have swooped on them.
“So it is not enough to plant and nurture trees. We also need to come up with enforceable measures to preserve them. To this end, we shall explore legislative measures to ensure that every one who resides in Imo State is legally bound to embrace the tree – planting and maintenance culture, while those involved in the illegal felling of trees are made to face the lawful consequences of their anti – green culture.”
Paraphrasing the immortal words of Stephen Grellet I conclude : I shall pass this way but once if therefore any good I have to do to the public good like Planting and Nurturing of TREES in IMO STATE let me do it now let me not differ it or neglect it for I shall not pass this way or have such opportunity again. Thank you for your time.

