
   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CO-BENEFITS BASED APPROACHES TO CLIMATE CHANGE IN INDIA: 
POLITICS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES

India’s climate policy is guided by the concept of ‘co-benefits’ -- development actions that also lead to climate gains. However, the 
implementation of co-benefits remains a challenge. This side-event explores efforts to conceptualize and implement a co-benefits approach to 
climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

The panel will describe cases of building resilience through the path-breaking Indian Rural Employment Guarantee Act (Mahatma Gandhi 
NREGA). This is one of the largest poverty alleviation, livelihood enhancement and employment generation programmes in the world. We will 
also explore mitigation and adaptation co-benefits approaches under discussion in key sectors in India drawing on a newly released Handbook of 
Climate Change and India: Development, Politics and Governance. The Handbook will be on display at the event. 

Thurs, 1st Dec, 2011 

20:15 -21:45 

Venue: Durban Exhibition Centre (DEC) 

Room: Hex River 

Chair: 
 

Shri D.K. Jain, Joint Secretary (MGNREGA), Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India 
 

Speakers: 
 

A Co-Benefits Approach to Climate Change in India: Concepts, Tools and Challenges 
Dr. Navroz K. Dubash, Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi 

 

Co-Benefits Approaches to Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation 
Prof. Anand Patwardhan, Indian Institute of Technology, Mumbai 

 

Reducing Vulnerability to Climate Change through MGNREGA 
Prof. N.H. Ravindranath, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 

 

Mainstreaming Climate Change in India 
Ms. Vera Scholz, Head of Climate Change Task Force GIZ, Germany 

 

 
 


