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Technology transfer is fundamental to climate change mitigation and an integral part 

of the climate negotiations. In the context of the transport sector the term „technology‟ 

is often associated with vehicle-based improvements or alternative fuels. Technology 

Needs Assessment (TNA) Country Reports show that developing countries are taking a 

broader approach to transport technologies than some projects and technology reports 

suggest. 

If the large mitigation potential of the transport sector is to be realised then there is 

the need to go beyond this traditional conceptualisation of environmentally sound 

transport technologies.  There are a wide range of “supporting technologies” that 

improve the efficiency of the overall transport system and have rather indirect 

mitigation potential, Such an approach also brings plenty economic, social and 

environmental „co-benefits‟ (like reduction of congestion).   

Awareness that transport technologies can take many forms needs to be increased 

amongst those developing and implementing climate change mitigation activities and 

those providing guidance and support for doing so. 

The Bridging the Gap Initiative aims at: 

 Encouraging a more holistic approach to climate change mitigation in the 

transport sector, 

 Supporting an increased focus on overall emission reduction rather than 

diffusion of specific technologies, 

 Increasing the likelihood of affordable and appropriate technologies being 

developed and implemented in developing countries, 

 Including system related approaches and technologies in cost potential 

analysis, 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A forthcoming „Bridging the Gap‟ report will provide an overview of environmentally 

sound transport technologies to: 

 Encourage developing countries to take a broader perspective when 

considering technologies and their role in transport strategies, and   

 Promote inclusion of a more comprehensive range of technologies in guidance 

documents, such as the UNFCCC Handbook. 

For more information see http://www.transport2012.org or contact one of the 
Bridging the Gap partners listed below. 

http://www.transport2012.org/
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The table below contains examples of climate change mitigation technologies that are 

available in the transport sector.   
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