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The core concern is succinctly stated: climate change endangers human health. The warming of the planet will be gradual, but the effects of extreme weather events -- more storms, floods, droughts and heat waves -- will be abrupt and acutely felt. Both trends can affect some of the most fundamental determinants of health: air, water, food, shelter and freedom from disease. 

Margaret Chan, WHO Director General. 7 April 2008, Geneva

Background and overall scope
The WHO side event at COP15 will involve the public health community under WHO leadership and aims to facilitate the inclusion of health concerns in the new agreement, decision-making, resource allocation and outreach activities. It also aims to facilitate information exchange and mutually beneficial interactions amongst the stakeholders for raising awareness and actively involving the health sector in responding to the climate change challenge. 

During the workshop the significant impacts on human health of climate change as well as the strategies and experiences to enhance adaptation will be reviewed. The opportunities for health protection and promotion arising from "healthy" mitigation policies in areas such as transport and energy production and the mutual benefits of a more coordinated agenda between the health and climate communities will be stressed. The health sector, being an energy intensive sector, can also give a significant contribution to the mitigation efforts at international, national and local levels. In addition, UNAIDS will participate in the side event, using the opportunity as a first step in addressing the wider implications of the climate change and AIDS nexus. To this end, an issues paper will be presented, communicating 4-5 key messages around the security and humanitarian exigencies that may arise between climate change and AIDS, with the aim to open a space for a future and more substantive debate on the AIDS and climate change connection. A key speaker will be invited to join the round table discussion, to address these linkages
WHO will involve representatives of the scientific, public health and policy communities which will participate in a roundtable discussion about the experiences and actions required to protect health from climate change. The involvement of negotiators of different countries will be actively sought. Questions from the floor will be encouraged.
At the end of the event, the WHO Goodwill Ambassador, Mr. Jet Li, will be invited to the podium to address the audience and sign the "Seal the Deal" pledge promoted by the UN SG.
Communications objectives:

· To highlight the importance of health protection and health promotion in the final days of the Climate Change talks and negotiations;

· Increase high-level political interest towards the public health community and WHO and other relevant UN agencies (UNAIDS) climate change and health-related initiatives;

· Raise awareness and public understanding of health consequences of climate change and the role of the health sector in adaptation and mitigation efforts

· Spark commitment among governments, international organizations, donors, civil society, youth, businesses and local communities to collaborate on putting health at the heart of the climate change agenda;

Expected outcome
· To ensure that climate negotiators and senior health officials are well informed and ready to take health concerns fully into account in the new climate agreement. 

· To involve the public health community at large in the adaptation and mitigation actions which are necessary to address the consequences of climate change
Draft programme 

1 - 1.05
Opening of the side event
1.05 - 1.20
Protecting health from climate change: evidence and policy implications

Maria Neira, WHO, Director of the Public Health and Environment Dept.

1.20 - 2.25
Round table discussion moderated by Franklin Apfel, WHO consultant



Invited participants 
UNAIDS representative (Name to be confirmed)
Sir Andy Haines, Dean of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (Confirmed)


Representative of different governments TBC 
2.25 - 2.30
Closure
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