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South Centre is an Inter-Governmental Organization and Think-Tank of the developing countries based in Geneva working on wide ranging issues, including trade for development, intellectual property rights, climate change and financing for development. This session was organized as a side-event to the 13th Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC in Bali. 

Climate change and the development prospects of developing countries are closely linked. These links need to be better understood for countries to have a more integrated and comprehensive approach to both development and climate change policy.
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It is important to uphold at Bali and beyond that any new arrangement on global response to the post-2012 climate change regime does not lead to foreclosure of either the environmental or the development policy space available to developing countries. 

Climate change agenda and development agenda are inter-linked. One cannot make any advancement in one without making significant changes in the other.  The challenge of checking climate change can only be met through global cooperation to reduce climate footprint of developed countries and supporting the adaptation and implementation of low-carbon sustainable development pathways of developing countries that are most appropriate to the development challenges they face. 
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Martin Khor, Director, Third World Network

South faces a triple development-crisis or rather three development disasters. The first disaster is the existing climate change problems that developing countries are facing. The second disaster is the effects of climate change that developing countries will have to bear in near future. And the third possible disaster is from the solutions that are being proposed to cut emissions in developing countries.

There is no example of any developing country cutting down on its emissions and being able to meet its development targets. The way forward is simple: the developed countries need to cut down their emissions in a targeted and phased manner and help developing countries through technology and financial mechanisms to gradually reduce their emissions.

Meena Raman, Chairperson, Friends of the Earth International

[image: image6.jpg]


 Kyoto protocol is not dead.  It is being pronounced as dead to negotiate a new protocol where developing countries can be forced to play a greater role in emissions reduction. Only the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol is over and it now needs to move to the next commitment period.

So far in Bali, there has been reluctance among the North to talk about transfer of technology. This became evident from the long-winded discussions on the very basic issue of whether or not to create a contact group on this subject. The actions do not match the words and pledges made by the North which has been canvassing at various venues that climate change is on the top of their agenda.

Country-level emissions and how do you account for these emissions is a complex task. For instance, in case of China, how do we account for emissions made for goods that are produced in China but are exported to the North to maintain the rich lifestyles of the North?

Sivan Kartha, Senior Scientist, Stockholm Environmental Institute

Each development issue of developing countries -- malnutrition, food insecurity, absence of potable water, villages lacking electricity, is either directly or indirectly linked to expansion in the use of energy. It is therefore important that any climate change regime does not put unbearable costs on the poorer communities as they move ahead to redress their development problems. 

A Greenhouse Development Rights approach could be used to address some of the issues related to climate change. The Approach asserts a development threshold and assigns national obligations “progressively” in terms of that threshold. It then obliges people above the threshold to act on climate change while it shields people below that level from taking any action.

Matthew Stilwell (Europe Director) and Scott J. Stone, Policy Analyst, Institute for Governance and Sustainable Development

Montreal Protocol is one of the most successful environmental treaties so far and holds several lessons for the success of any climate change regime. Supply of finance and technology transfer has been the most successful elements behind its success. The Multilateral Fund attracted several rounds of replenishment and made it possible for developing countries to access technologies to “gradually” phase out CFCs. 

The Montreal protocol has a much more equitable governance structure between North and the South.  This has not been in the case of Global Environmental Facility (GEF), where the structures are the more traditional donor-driven ones. Further, Montreal Protocol allows parties to adjust the treaty without the need for ratification. This is different from more time-consuming process of amendment. The Montreal Protocol has been adjusted 6 times and amended 4 times. Every adjustment decision made so far has been through consensus without having to resort to voting, the option of which also exists within the Protocol.
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The South Face is a service provided by South Centre (An Inter-Governmental Organization and Think-Tank of South) to provide space to voices and opinions of the South on global issues.
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This edition is produced by Vikas Nath who is covering the ongoing UN Conference on Climate Change in Bali.
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