How Does the Chinese Public Perceive Climate Change?

—China’s Public Perception Report on Climate Change 2024 *

Climate change is one of the biggest crises facing around the world,
and public attitudes play a significant role in shaping climate policies. In
recent years, the recognition of the climate crisis has varied significantly
and some countries are experiencing polarized and controversial. And this
has led to different policy responses, and some nations have even
withdrawn from the Paris Agreement.

How does the Chinese public perceive the climate crisis? The RIEco
team has conducted a survey study across 31 provinces, autonomous
regions, and municipalities in China, based on 12,427 valid samples, to
research how the Chinese people acknowledge climate change, perceive
climate change policies, and practices climate change actions. Our findings
suggest that the Chinese public demonstrates a high level of consensus and
broad participation in addressing climate change. Specifically:

1. The Chinese public clearly acknowledge climate change and
believe it poses a serious threat to human activities.

2. The Chinese public could understand carbon neutrality goal
strategy and hold a positive attitude toward international cooperation on
climate change.

3. The Chinese public are highly aware of low-carbon and eco-
friendly consumption behaviors, are willing to pay extra cost to reduce
carbon footprint, and expresses anticipation and support for new-energy

products.

*Note: This report was conducted by the RIEco team and supported by Tencent Horizon. The report
expressed are those of the research team and do not necessarily represent the position of the
institution. Chief Expert: Yongsheng Zhang (ys_zhang@cass.org.cn).



RJEce

o B4t 24 5 B & A8 ST ER 55 P

tttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt

How the Chinese People Perceive Climate Change?
China s Public Perception Report on Climate Change 2024

—

RIEcO Team

I =

supported by Tencent Horizon

Baku
2024.11



RJEceo

Contents
R

SN O A e

1. How the Chinese people acknowledge climate change?
2. How the Chinese people perceive climate change policies?
3. How the Chinese people are practicing climate change actions?



R.IEC Introduction

PE# SR FRESAHITHR

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

v Research Background: recognition of the climate crisis has varied
significantly and some countries are experiencing polarized and
controversial

v Research Sample: 31 provinces, autonomous regions, and
municipalities in China, totally 12,427 valid sample

v Research Questions: how the Chinese people acknowledge
climate change, perceive climate change policies, and practices
climate change actions.



R.'EC 1. How the Chinese people acknowledge climate change?
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v' Interviewees widely recognize v' 86.2% of interviewees believe that
the impacts of climate change

Interviewees’ Perception of Climate

Change Compared to the Past

3.3%

Extremely significant changes
Relatively large changes
Moderate

Minimal changes

No changes

climate change poses a threat to
human activities

Interviewees’ Perception of the Threat of
Climate Change to Human activities

2.4%
0.9%

B Extremely serious

¥ Relatively serious

" Moderate

¥ Mildly threatening
No threats



RlEce 2. How the Chinese people perceive climate change policies?
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v" Interviewees can understand the carbon neutrality goal, and hold a
positive attitude towards achievement

Interviewees’ Understanding of Carbon Perspectives on China’s Carbon Neutrality Goal and
Neutrality Goals the Prospects for Green Development

carbon neutrality by 2060. m  Definitely achievable.

Carbon neutrality by 2030. - 12.5%

m Trustin government but
Challenging.

Net emissions will be reduced to a I 4.4%
specific proportion by 2060.

Not clear. - 10.6%

Environment will be improved.

Unable to specify.



RlEce 2. How the Chinese people perceive climate change policies?
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v" Interviewees are looking forward to see international cooperation on
climate change

Interviewees’ perspective on China’s cooperation with other
countries in climate change

Achievable through mutually beneficial cooperation. _ 51.1%
Certain challenges, but efforts can be made. _ 40.1%

Significant challenges, great power’s competition. - 6.5%

Uncertain. I 2.3%



R-IEC 3. How the Chinese people are practicing climate change actions?
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v Interviewees are highly aware of low-carbon and eco-friendly consumption
behaviors, and are willing to pay extra cost for reducing carbon footprint

Interviewees’ awareness of whether their behaviors are Interviewees’ willingness to pay extra cost to reduce
low-carbon and environmentally friendly or not carbon footprint
/ 2.2%

m Very willing.

m Yes, actively practice.
m Fairly willing.

Depends on the cost and

= No, due to constraints or habits. effectiveness.

= Not very willing.

= Unable to determine, lack of relevant

Completely unwilling.
knowledge. pletely g




R-IEC 3. How the Chinese people are practicing climate change actions?
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v" Interviewees express endorsement for the development of
new-energy goods

Interviewees’ plans to purchase electric vehicles

14.0%

m Have purchased and are using.

m Planning to purchase.

m Considering, will purchase when next changing vehicles.

Currently not considering purchasing.
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