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Net-zero emissions in second-half of century 
requires transformative change

Source: OECD and IEA



We need to think and do things differently … for example
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Well-being lens

By systematically 
capturing multiple benefits 
and managing trade-offs, 
a well-being approach 
can increase the case for 
low-emissions solutions 
that align multiple goals 
and combine action 
across different sectors 
and scales of action
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Adopting a well-being lens…

 Policy goals are defined in terms of well-being outcomes and
are systematically reflected in decision-making across the
economy

 Decisions taken consider multiple well-being objectives,
rather than focusing on a single (or very narrow range of)
objective(s) independently of others

 Interrelations between the different elements of the system
are brought into focus



Change 
perspective

Change the metrics

Change the policy 
design



Enough  
housing supply
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Residential
A broader perspective to “good housing”

Comfortable living environment

Safe and secure 
living 
environment

Affordable 
housing, 
contributing 
to equity

Micro-level: dwelling/building

Meso-level: neighbourhood

Macro-level: city and wider community

Healthy living 
environment

Wider 
environmental 
objectives

Built-environment Ecosystem

Climate Change Mitigation



A changed perspective - surface transport

Policy 
Priority

Physical Movement
i.e. increasing traffic, 

passenger and freight volumes

Decision-
making 

approach

Predict and provide

Sustainable development and well-being

Accessibility
i.e. enhancing access to 

services, people and 
opportunities

Accessibility-oriented 
Indicators: traffic, speed, 
passenger and ton-kms

Accessibility 
indicators

• Different spatial scales 
(regional, inside cities and 
territories) 

• Multi-modal (car, public 
transport, walking, 
cycling, other)

• Beyond physical access 
(e.g. affordability, road 
safety)

Decarbonising 
strategy

Mainly improve (i.e. efficiency 
and fuel switch-e.g. 

electrification)

Improve, but also big 
emphasis on shift

and avoid

+ air quality
+ air quality, equity, efficient 

public space use

+ GHG and 
less well-being

Based on: (ITF,  2018); (OECD, 2019)



Without minimum 
space standards Without adequate 

infrastructure

Synergies and trade offs – compact development



Metrics for joined up thinking
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Affordability
Housing plus transport affordability:
< 30% of total income spent in housing
< 15% of total income spent in transport

Used in the USA:
• Location of subsidised housing developments 

(low-income housing credit)
• Inform prospective home-owners
• Establishing priorities on transport upgrades

Cities with a higher 
share of location efficient 
neighbourhoods show 
lower GHG emissions 
from car use!

https://htaindex.cnt.org/map/
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The well-being 
lens and cross-
government 
action

Goals to 
encourage 

inter-sectoral 
co-operation

Measurement 
system for 

diverse well-
being outcomes

More coherent 
climate action 
and better use 

of budgets



Thank you! 

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/accelerating-climate-action_2f4c8c9a-en

By better capturing multiple 
benefits, a well-being approach 
can make a stronger case for 
implementing and funding 
solutions that align multiple goals 
and combine different scales of 
action.

Special thanks to the “well-being team”:
• Aimée Aguilar Jaber (project lead)
• Brilé Anderson
• Hélène Blake
• Mariana Mirabilé
• Daniel Nachtigall
• Fatoumata Ngom

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/accelerating-climate-action_2f4c8c9a-en
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