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The Climate Group side event at COP 13

Monday 10 December 18.00 – 19.30 Solar Venue (Room III GH)

Leadership at the regional government level is emerging as one of the most important levers in the worldwide effort to combat climate change. In countries like the US, with limited commitment to climate change policies at national level, regional governments are both a “policy laboratory” and a political driver of action. In countries like Germany and China with more ambitious climate and energy goals, regions can work in partnership with national government to accelerate action. 

State and regional governments control much of the carbon infrastructure, from energy to transport to developing emissions trading schemes. A growing number of sub-national governments are making significant commitments and taking action, both individually and with neighbouring states. Many have adopted targets for emissions reductions, either linked to or beyond the reduction commitments of their federal governments. Several other regional governments are developing strategies, policies, and measures to drive down emissions. Others have collaborated locally to develop joint initiatives, focusing in particular on emissions trading. 

All of these actions contribute to the fight against climate change. The Climate Group’s side event will showcase climate actions from a diverse range of states and regions from across the world.
The side event will be moderated by Steve Howard, CEO of The Climate Group, and will feature presentations on climate actions by –

Linda Adams, California EPA Secretary 

Tasneem Essop, Western Cape Environment Minister 

Line Beauchamp, Quebec Minister of Sustainable Development, Environment and Parks 

Stewart Stevenson, Scotland Minister for Transport, Infrastructure and Climate Change

Dr Fernando Rei, Sao Paulo  President Director of the Sao Paulo Environment Agency CETESB  
