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Outline 
• Main components of AFOLU baseline guidance 

• AFOLU mitigation actions covered 

• Guidance on technical methodology 

• Guidance on data sources 

• Process guidance for baseline development 
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Main components of AFOLU baseline guidance 

• Guidance on technical methodology: 

– Projections of the agricultural sector (activity data) 

– GHG emission calculation methodologies 

• Guidance on data sources: 

–  Data on projections of the agricultural sector to 2030/2050 

– GHG emission and carbon stock change factors 

• Process guidance for baseline development: 

– Step-by-step guidance on actual baseline development & 
selected guidance on MRV 
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AFOLU mitigation actions covered 
• Guidance for specific GHG mitigation actions will be structured 

following the impact categorization in IPCC (2006) 

 

 

Biomass stocks and dead organic matter stocks on all managed or converted 
lands 

Soil carbon stocks on all managed or converted lands 

Non-CO2 GHG emissions from biomass burning on all managed or converted 
lands 

CH4 emissions from rice cultivation 
CH4 and N2O emissions on managed organic soils and wet soils 
CH4 emissions from enteric fermentation 
CH4 and N2O emissions from manure management 
N2O emissions from managed soils 
CO2 emissions from liming and urea fertilization 
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Guidance on technical methodology 
• Tiered approach to data and methodology selection: 

– Low tier approaches allow for less data and expertise intensive 
practical baseline development 

– References to high tier approaches are likewise provided 

• Agricultural sector projections 
– Challenge: Most methodologies are strongly expertise 

requiring or draw strongly on assumptions 

• GHG emission calculation methodologies 
– Main reference point remain Tier1 and Tier2 like 

methodologies as defined in IPCC (2006) 
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Guidance on data sources 

• Data sources on direct and indirect activity data 
projections in the AFOLU sector 

 

• Data sources on GHG emission and carbon stock 
change factors: 

– IPCC (2006) and Tier 2 databases 

Guidance on Baseline Development for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use 

24 May 2015 7 



Guidance on Baseline Development for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Land Use 

24 May 2015 8 



Process guidance for baseline 
development 

• Defining a transparent step-by-step approach to 
baseline development 

• Providing clear applicability conditions 

• Contributing to comparability and clear 
documentation standards 

• Guiding quality control and sensitivity analysis 
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Thank for your attention 

Contact us  

martial.bernoux@fao.org 


