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Reducing emissions from deforestation.
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Independent discussion of McKinsey cost curve
Professor Paul Ekins, Energy Institute, University of London
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McKinsey’s approach allows rainforest nations to claim
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REDD+ funding for preventing destruction that was
unlikely to have ever happened.
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McKinsey-advised studies play down the environmental

Impact of industrial logging and plantations; they
exaggerate the impact of smallholders and farmers.
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McKinsey’s advice has informed national plans which
have then been criticised by funding institutions and are

unfit for purpose.
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MARGINAL
ABATEMENT

COST
CURVE

FALSE ECONDMY

The helght af sach bar shows hew much
l:ﬂ-p.abil:unulj ru.amhwcm But
these casts are misteading because anly
the missed appertunity casts get
mcludad, and MoUINSEY EXCLUDES
l;IHIIN SI'HHFH:-IHT CO5TS
Fﬂlm:m:huhmulctlm.
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LOST EMISSIONS
Mckinpey cast curvier predicts COge
saving potentisl far sach abatement

measure in 2030, shown by the width of
each bar But Mckinsey dans't show
the emisions that accumulate over a
peried of time ar their contribution te
-qbabad warmang, which could be much
mare ng:lhc.rt'lﬁm presented.
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MISSING BEMEFITS

'I'h:-:l_:a.ril.t_ﬂ'lpr-':l Ihlpntm'lﬂtq-;,l
mlnmmhmﬂ#m mm

FALSE SENSE OF CERTAINTY . o ol rribey
' ; henefits h'l:\qrti These missing
; pin hlfb:ﬁt: and i'.r.1d:|.,L hly'nm‘l carbon

Makinsey presents forest-related future
mtmlﬂnm Bt since
marmns of error can be greater than cost
dffarantials between measures, i1 oot
senfistic tn prlfh:t-lhu:h will be cheaper.
Casty mzy vary for REOD+ abatement
measures dus te legation, land e
chinige, policy and market farge
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y: publish the data, assumptions
analysis behind its cost curve methodology.

McKinsey: commit to reviewing
and revising its methodology.



