Foreign Direct Investment Aspects of Climate Change
Side event organised by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
11 June 13.00-15.00 at Haydn in Hotel Maritim 
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Purpose





   		At UNCTAD XII held in Accra in April 2008, member States reaffirmed UNCTAD's mandate within the UN System to work on the trade, investment and development implications of the climate change regime. Countries reiterated that climate change response measures will have significant economic implications, in particular for developing countries, and requested UNCTAD to fully integrate climate change in its ongoing work. Furthermore, the UNFCCC had earlier invited inputs from UNCTAD, especially related to FDI data and research analysis of relevance to climate change.





		As the driver of globalization and the dominant force in technology development, transnational corporations (TNCs) play an important role in the context of climate change. It is therefore important to further our understanding how policies can induce climate-friendly responses by TNCs.





As the focal point in the United Nations system for foreign direct investment (FDI), UNCTAD invites you to an interactive session to discuss the issues at stake concerning FDI and Climate Change. UNCTAD’s Division of Investment and Enterprise will present its current related work and discuss the need for future work in this area. 





		The meeting takes place at the Maritim/CCTV from 13.00 to 15.00 on Wednesday 11 June 2008. 





Agenda


	13.00 – 13.15


Welcome and introduction by Mr. Torbjörn Fredriksson, UNCTAD.


		


13.15 – 13.30	


Transnational Corporations and Climate change: Issues at stake, 


Mr Astrit Sulstarova, UNCTAD


How do TNCs contribute to climate change?


How can TNCs play a role in mitigation and adaptation of climate change?


How can policies at the national and international level induce climate


friendly responses from TNCs?





13.30	 –13.45


Lead discussant, Mr. Erik Haites, Margaree Consultants Inc. 


General discussion





14.00 – 14.20


	Future UNCTAD work in terms of research/analysis, technical assistance and consensus building 


Mr. Torbjörn Fredriksson, UNCTAD





14.20 – 14.50


Lead discussant, TBA 


Q&A and discussion





14.50 – 15.00


Summary and Conclusions





For more information, please contact Mr. Astrit Sulstarova at 0041 76 320 2169.








