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Purpose  
• provide analysis and guidance to policymakers and 

practitioners working on climate change and NDC 
development and implementation at national and 
local levels 

 
• facilitate better understanding of NDC urban 

content, and gaps related to urban climate action 

 
• highlight challenges and opportunities in urban areas 

emerging the NDC urban content analysis 
 

• support countries to place cities at the heart of their 
climate ambition and NDCs 

 
• provide a unique set of climate data and an 

important climate policy analysis tool 
 
 



Structure 

 
 

• Global Analysis. Up-to-date overview and analysis of the urban 

content of the 194 NDCs most recently submitted to the 

UNFCCC registry. Focuses on mitigation and adaptation 

challenges as well as the Party NDC responses by sector, means 

of implementation and climate hazards  

• Country Profiles. Qualitative assessments of 16 countries’ 

climate-related national policies, plans and strategies, 

descriptions of climate mitigation and adaptation challenges & 

responses and a short list of policy recommendations. Presented 

as case studies for knowledge sharing. 

• Country Briefs. 194 visual country snapshots summarizing each 

NDC’s Global Analysis 

 

 

 

Builds upon 2016/2017 NDC urban content, 2021 white paper and 

2022 analysis  
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200+ indicators – external data and data within 
NDCs. 
 
Urban content 
Strong urban content (Cluster A) NDCs with specific 
urban sections and/or NDCs in which urban areas are 
identified as priority sectors, excluding NDCs that are 
not backing the prioritization with a clear 
identification of specific urban challenges and/or 
responses.  
Moderate urban content (Cluster B) NDCs with 
urban mentions within the body of text.  
Low or no urban content (Cluster C) NDCs with low 
or no explicit urban mention within the text.  
 
Alignments and misalignments 
Mitigation challenges/responses 
Adaptation challenges/responses 
National/urban content 

Methodology 



Urban Content 27% 35% 39% 
of NDCs have a 
strong focus on 
urban content 

of NDCs have 
moderate urban 
content 
 

of NDCs have low 
to no mention of 
urban content 
 

74% of NDCs could have more urban content 



Urban Content: Mitigation 



Urban Content: Adaptation 



Cross-cutting, MoI and Hazards 



• Qualitative urban aspects of NDCs w/analysis of urban content across major 
climate-related policies (e.g., NAP, development strategy, LT-LEDS) 

• Joint UNDP/UN-Habitat co-authorship + gov’t counterpart engagement 
o What are the key country-specific issues policymakers and practitioners 

need to know regarding urban climate action? 

• Methodology piloted in Fiji in 2023, and built off 2021 white paper structure 

o Climate-Related Policies, Strategies or Plans, Mitigation and Adaptation 
Challenges & Responses, Means of Implementation 

Country Profiles 



As an example, Colombia is rated 
as A, with strong urban focus 

Denamrk is rated as C with currently 
no or low levels of urban content 



Recommendations 



Recommendations 



Future work 
• Continuous monitoring of the Urban Content of the 

NDCs 

• Analysis of the urban content of LT-LEDSs and NAPs 

• Quantitative analysis of other national climate policies  

• Analysis of multilevel climate governance process at 
national level  

• Analysis of local climate plans in selected countries 

• Thematic analysis (e.g. water) 

• Analysis of means of implementation (finance, 
technology and institutional capacity) 

• Capacity building for practitioners and policy makers 

• Guidelines for strengthening the urban content of 
specific national climate policies 

• Policy briefs on specific topic 
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>> See how your country ranks, visit  
    unhabitat.org/media-centre 

https://unhabitat.org/urban-content-of-ndcs-local-climate-action-
explored-through-in-depth-country-analyses-2024-report 


