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Good morning to everybody and thank you for attending this event.

My name is Stefano Bruzzi, from the Italian Space Agency and in this case I represent the Committee for Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS).

The Italian Space Agency (ASI) has recently taken up the chairmanship of CEOS and I am speaking here on behalf of all the space agencies which own scientific and operational earth observation satellites programmes and which have decided to coordinate their efforts through CEOS.

In order to coordinate effectively, you need to agree on objectives and requirements you want to meet; CEOS, and the space agencies who are part of it, have decided collectively a few years back to take as a reference the requirements established through the Group on Earth Observations (GEO), and in particular to try and satisfy the need for satellite measurements established through GEO, hence contributing to the implementation of the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) of which the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) is a component. 

The recent CEOS plenary in Rio has confirmed this approach, in particular by strengthening CEOS agencies' support to at least six critical areas of GEO, one of them being the Forest Carbon Tracking initiative: more than 60000 images have been made available by CEOS agencies in 2010 in support of this initiative.

The recent CEOS plenary in Rio recognized GCOS as an important source of requirements that space agencies will strive to meet; this is not completely new: a CEOS report has been delivered to UNFCCC at the request of SBSTA; this year a CEOS update will be provided to SBSTA and CEOS agencies are looking at the new GCOS implementation plan (up to 2015) and have agreed to provide inputs and to commit, to the limits of their capabilities, to meet such requirements. A CEOS Working Group on Climate has been established in Rio, in order to facilitate these intentions.  The role of this group will be to improve coordination amongst CEOS Agencies and with other internationally-related initiatives, in the identification and production of Essential Climate Variables (ECVs) and related satellite-supported Fundamental Climate Data Records.

Good progress has been achieved in the six CEOS Virtual constellations focused on Atmospheric Composition, Land Surface Imaging, Ocean Surface Topography, Precipitation, Ocean Surface Vector Winds, and Ocean Colour Radiometry, whereby the planning, operation and exploitation of a number of satellite missions are coordinated with the intent of improving the adequacy of space-based measurements to meet user needs, and to address key observational gaps identified by GCOS and World Climate Research Programme (WCRP).  

We space agencies believe that we are very close to establishing operational capabilities for satellite observations relevant to climate research and forecasts. Many individual national programmes already offer medium to long term commitments; the coordination through CEOS will provide the cross-border consistency and continuity; the close contact of space agencies with the respective scientific communities and with GEO and GCOS will ensure the necessary user drive to the coordination mechanisms already in place.

