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Routine official aid flows are orders of magnitude higher than any 
financing under the climate regime 

Such flows are often directed at many activities and projects which have 
implications for ghg emissions and/or vulnerability to climate impacts

“Tweaking” of such investments to take climate change into account is 
likely to have a significantly greater impact that climate-centric funding

1. Why Development Co-operation Matters for Climate Change
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2. Why Climate Change Impacts Matter for Development Co-operation 

OECD 2005
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A Concrete Example from Nepal

Source: DHM, Nepal

1989
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Expansion of Glacial Lakes Lake Hazards

Source: DHM Nepal



8

Tam Pokhari Glacial Lake Outburst Flood, September 1998
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Nature Nov 17 2005
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3. Do Development Activities Pay Attention to Climate Risks/Climate Change ?

Some climate considerations are taken into account in many routine 
development practices.

National Development plans, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers, Donor 
Country Assistance Strategies, and project documents generally do not pay 
attention to climate change, or often not even to current climate risks.

Climate change specific activities (assessments, action plans etc.) 
meanwhile generally not made the cross-over to “line Ministries” or national 
budgetary processes.

There are however a small number of examples of cross-over engagement, 
e.g. World Bank Kiribati consultations which involve key government 
Ministries such as Finance.

In general however policy coherence remains a major concern between 
climate change and development priorities 
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4. Barriers to Mainstreaming Climate Change

Climate change is viewed primarily as a multilateral negotiations (and 
not a domestic policy issue) and is “ghettoised” within Environment 
ministries or one or two climate specialists within donor agencies

Location of UNFCCC National Focal Points (as of 2005)

- Environment                       72%
- Foreign Affairs 14%
- Meteorology                         8%
- Other/unknown                     6%
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Barriers to Mainstreaming (cont’d)

Sectoral planners/development agencies already face a 
“mainstreaming overload” from agendas ranging from gender to 
sustainable development competing for inclusion. 

Many development projects are often envisaged for short term 
time horizons and may not be the best vehicle for long-term climate 
risk reduction

Adaptation might also be less attractive than more visible 
investments such as disaster recovery where the urgency is more 
demonstrable. 
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Barriers to Mainstreaming (cont’d)

Diversity of donor criteria and expectations

Nepal Example again on glacial lake risk reduction ………

-Donor 1: “can you quantify the costs and benefits of anticipatory 
risk reduction ?”

-Donor 2: “how does it relate to our core goal of poverty 
alleviation?”
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Barriers to Mainstreaming (cont’d)

In some cases there might be genuine trade-offs between 
climate and development priorities

- Diversion of scarce resources from more pressing priorities

- Inclusion of climate considerations in projects might be 
viewed as one more “checkbox”, complicating operating 
procedures and raising costs

- There may also be downside risks associated with making 
decisions based on uncertain climate projections 
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Distance from knowledge producer
Communicators/
Impelementors

End usersGCM modelers

• Caution against over-
interpretation of model 
results – particularly from 
single models

• Need to differentiate levels 
of uncertainty in different 
types of projections 

•Carefully balance short 
term-agenda setting against 
potential loss of long-term 
credibility

Inadequate/Improper Communication of Reliability of Climate Projections
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Uncertainty: An Example from Recent OECD Work 
(comparing spread of projections from 17 climate models)
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6. Some Priorities for the Way Forward

Get mitigation and adaptation on the agenda for Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Papers and other development strategies.

Making climate information more relevant and usable

- Multi-model projections, clear articulation of uncertainties

- Need national / regional priority rankings for action
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Some Priorities for the Way Forward

Developing and applying climate risk screening tools

Identifying and using appropriate Entry Points for factoring in 
climate considerations in development activities [budgetary 
processes, EIAs, PRSPs, etc.]

Better information costs/benefits of adaptation

Greater emphasis on implementation, as opposed to the 
formulation of new plans


