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Summary

As climate adaptation becomes an increasingly important component for development and poverty reduction, the range of tools designed to assist in the adaptive process has expanded rapidly in recent years. In April 2007, the World Bank, IISD and IDS convened a meeting of tool developers to share climate adaptation tools, assess progress and provide a summary guide to the tools available. This side event will use presentation of the results of a second climate adaptation tools workshop to stimulate a wider discussion of how to determine and match user needs for adaptation tools across a range of scales, actors and sectors. 
Background and Objectives
A growing number of fora are collating adaptation tools in development contexts, including under the auspices of the UNFCCC Nairobi Work Programme and under the OECD Secretariat’s preparation of generic adaptation guidelines. Nevertheless, two key areas have received relatively little attention. First, few attempts have been made to compare and contrast the technical aspects of adaptation tools, and second, there has been limited efforts to assess and integrate demand-side considerations. The Climate Adaptation Tools workshop follow-up meeting in April 2008 provided an opportunity to address these gaps and plan for a more thorough needs assessment, enabling an improved ability of tool developers to match user needs. 
This side event will report on efforts to date to:

a. Compare, contrast and improve technical aspects of adaptation for development tools;
b. Improving the availability of the range of available tools; and 

c. Take stock of efforts to improve understanding of the user demand for adaptation tools. 

It will use presentations by, among others, the World Bank, Red Cross, Intercooperation, IDS, IISD, SEI and UNDP to stimulate a broader debate on the use, application and availability of tools, and necessary steps to provide an improved understanding of user needs for adaptation tools in the future.  
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