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Three questions to be addressed by all opening speakers:Are we on track to meet 2030 forest goals?What role do data and assessments play to drive action and impact?How can we build stronger accountability to commitments?
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The NYDF Assessment Partners were formed as an independent civil society-lead initiative in 2015 to monitor progress towards the NYDF’s global goals. The NYDF was a voluntary, non-binding declaration signed 2014. To date, more than 200 entities have endorsed, incl. governments, companies, IPLC groups and civil society. 
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In 2022 the NYDF Assessment Partners rebranded and expanded their scope to cover all relevant global forest goals beyond the NYDFThe Forest Declaration Assessment (FDA) is an independent, civil society-led initiative to assess progress toward the global goals of halting deforestation and forest degradation, and restoring 350 million hectares of degraded land by 2030. 22 Assessment partners contributed to the 2022 Assessment.In addition to the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration, there are a number of other 2030 forest commitments and platforms that collectively form the vision 2030 forests goals, against which the Assessment tracks progress. These include the Paris Agreement, SDGs, the Bonn Challenge, COP26 Global Forest Finance Pledge and the IPLC Forest Tenure Joint Donor Statement
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 The NYDF Assessment published its initial report and assessment framework in 2015. Since then, the NYDF Assessment has published annual progress reports on the ten goals of the NYDF. The Forest Declaration Assessment’s rigorous, evidence-based stock-takes enable accountability to voluntary forest commitments and fill a critical credibility gap
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The Assessment enables accountability and fills a critical credibility gap presented by a proliferation of commitments – particularly for pledges without built-in monitoring and reporting.Civil-society lead progress-tracking contributes to the accountability of global forest goals in several ways: 1. By convening partner organizations to build a coherent community of practice of civil society and research organizations. In the case of the FDA, we amplify and echo findings from partners across a range of areas of expertise so that we have common references and starting points for evaluating progress. 2. By tracking and reporting on progress. We conduct rigorous and collaborative analysis of available data, backed by peer review and consultation. We have also built a systematized framework assessing progress of different stakeholders and pledges. We also support new research to fill extensive data gaps. 3. By driving consistent, unified messaging from civil society on progress toward forest goals. We amplify findings and insights from Assessment partners to raise the profile of forests goals. And we develop evidence-based recommendations to inform and engage with decision-makers and advocacy. In order to strengthen the connection between insight and action, in 2022 the global Forest Declaration Assessment has been replicated at a regional scale in the Congo Basin, resulting in the publication of an evidence-based assessment of progress towards 2030 forests goals for the region. The regional assessment has identified local research gaps; identified key findings from the region; and will in the next phase  being advocating findings to government decision-makers, donors and other key actors. 
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Despite encouraging signs, not a single indicator we looked at is on track to meet 2030 goals.Global deforestation decreased modestly by 6.3 percent in 2021, falling short of the reductions required to be on-track to meet the 2030 goal of halting deforestation and limiting climate change to 1.5 degrees. Global gross deforestation amounted to 6.8 million hectares in 2021 — an area comparable in size to the Republic of Ireland — and generated 3.8 GtCO2e of associated GHG emissions. Tropical Asia is the only region currently on track to halt deforestation by 2030, based largely on progress in Indonesia and Malaysia.
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Global deforestation decreased modestly by 6.3 percent in 2021, falling short of the reductions required to be on-track to meet the 2030 goal of halting deforestation and limiting climate change to 1.5 degrees. Global gross deforestation amounted to 6.8 million hectares in 2021 — an area comparable in size to the Republic of Ireland — and generated 3.8 GtCO2e of associated GHG emissions. Tropical Asia is the only region currently on track to halt deforestation by 2030, based largely on progress in Indonesia and Malaysia.
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Finance pledges made in 2021 demonstrate increasing ambition. Yet less than 1 percent of the finance needed to protect and restore forests is currently being met.  Currently, grey public finance outweighs green public finance at a ratio of over 10:1. This green finance -- domestic and international mitigation finance for forests -- averages just USD 2.3 billion per year.We’ve estimated that it will cost up to USD 460 billion per year to reduce deforestation and implement restoration and sustainable forest management at a sufficient scale to protect and restore forests globally. Funding must increase by 200 times current levels to meet forest goals.Indigenous peoples and local communities receive far less funding than their estimated needs for securing tenure rights and preserving the ecosystems in their territories. Only 3 percent of need is being met annually. Pledges made in 2021 demonstrate an increased ambition. If fully implemented, they would quadruple annual finance for forests, to USD 9.5 billion every year between 2021-25. However, this is still far from what is needed, and no information is yet available on how these pledges will be met.
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I’ve shared findings from this year’s global Forest Declaration Assessment – the eighth in a series of annual reports from the Assessment Partners In addition to our global Assessments – and in order to better capture how action takes place on the ground – we’ve started to shift our focus from global to regional and local. We are complementing the global data used in our global Assessment with country-level research.  Tomorrow we will launch our first Regional Assessment, focused on the Congo Basin. Marion Ferrat will share some initial thoughts from that work later in the session.
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