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Today, climate change and its far-reaching impacts 
are no longer on the sidelines. It has become one of 
the major challenges facing international politics. 
Climate change affects developing countries in par-
ticular. more frequent natural disasters and extreme 
weather events, growing water scarcity, coastal 
flooding and accelerated species extinction are con-
sequences which not only entail immense economic 
costs, they are even now threatening the livelihood 
of many people. It is up to us – countries, business-
es and individuals – to take the necessary decisions 
and measures in order to avert the worst impacts of 
climate change. but time for action is running out.

It is now clear that forgoing climate protection will 
cost us far more than climate protection itself. The 
question of financing future climate protection 
measures is a key focus of the current climate nego-
tiations.

The German government’s Climate Protection Ini-
tiative, which was launched in 2008, is a practical 

FoRewoRd
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example of how to provide this financing. auction-
ing emission allowances in Germany generates new 
and additional funds that do not come from taxpay-
ers, but from industry’s payments for emissions. This 
money is reinvested in ambitious national and inter-
national climate protection projects. for 2008 a to-
tal of euro 400 million is available.

as part of the international commitment under the 
Initiative, up to euro 120 million can be used in 
2008 for additional climate protection measures in 
newly industrialising and developing countries, as 
well as in the transition countries of Central and 
eastern europe. The projects supplement Germany’s 
existing bilateral cooperation, which already makes 
climate protection a priority area with annual fund-
ing of around euro one billion.
The International Climate Protection Initiative sup-
ports climate-friendly economies, the maintenance 
of carbon sinks and measures for adapting to cli-
mate change in partner countries. This brochure 
presents some examples of projects ranging from 

optimising energy consumption in water pump sta-
tions in Jordan to the protection of forest ecosys-
tems in Peru’s amazon region and the promotion of 
an international climate insurance system for devel-
oping and newly industrialising countries.
The projects financed under the Initiative demon-
strate firstly how attractive and diverse climate pro-
tection can be; secondly, the Initiative provides the 
necessary impetus for a post-2012 international cli-
mate protection agreement. It is thus an invita-
tion to other countries to actively join in the fight 
against climate change. It also demonstrates that 
climate protection is necessary and that it can be fi-
nanced.

Sigmar Gabriel 
federal minister for the environment,  
nature Conservation and nuclear Safety



6 The InTernaTIonal ClImaTe ProTeCTIon InITIaTIve of The federal rePublIC of Germany 

The impacts of climate change are already making 
themselves felt around the world – particularly in 
the developing countries. There is a need for consid-
erable international effort in order to slow down the 
growth in emissions, deforestation and the degra-
dation of carbon sinks as well as the rise in average 
global temperature. In 2007 the Secretariat of the 
united nations framework Convention on Climate 
Change (unfCCC) estimated that the volume
of finance and investment required to reduce global

emissions in the year 2030 amounts to u$ 200–210 
billion. This is in addition to the financing required 
for adaptation measures in response to the adverse 
effects of climate change, which is estimated at 
several tens of billions of uS dollars. These sums of 
money can not be made available from the public 
purse alone; rather, it is necessary to harness invest-
ment flows from the private sector as well for cli-
mate change mitigation.

InTRoduCTIon
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for purposes of effective climate change mitigation 
it is in the interests of industrialised nations – and 
is indeed their obligation – to help emerging econo-
mies, transition and developing countries with espe-
cially high emissions growth to reverse that trend. 
It is crucial that these countries be integrated effec-
tively in the international negotiation process if a 
successful follow-up agreement is to be achieved. In-
ternational Climate Protection Initiative projects in 
2008 are being implemented in cooperation with 49 
partner countries. These include China, India, rus-
sia, South africa and brazil, as well as Thailand, In-
donesia and Turkey.

The first commitment period under the 1997 Kyoto 
Protocol comes to an end in 2012. In the context of 
negotiations over a follow-up agreement the inter-
national community adopted the bali roadmap in 
december 2007. This roadmap places “emissions re-
duction”, “adaptation”, “financing mechanisms” and 
“technology transfer” at the centre of international 
negotiations on a post-Kyoto agreement. The nego-
tiations are due to be concluded at the climate con-
ference in Copenhagen in december 2009. 
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The German Climate Protection Initiative invests 
revenues from the auctioning of emissions trading 
certificates in national and international climate 
protection. In Germany in 2008, 8.8% of emissions 
rights from the emissions trading system were sold. 
on 5 december 2007 the German cabinet adopted 
the “Integrated energy and Climate Programme of 
the federal Government” (Integriertes energie- und 
Klimaschutzprogramm der bundesregierung, IeKP). 
The German government has decided in the context 
of this programme to use the revenue from the sale 
of emissions certificates to finance climate protec-
tion measures and to incorporate it into the budget 
of the federal ministry for the environment, nature 
Conservation and nuclear Safety (bmu).

Initially euro 400m have been made available for 
the Climate Protection Initiative in 2008, of which 
euro 280m are available for the national component 
and euro 120m for the international component of 
the Initiative. The upward trend in prices for the 
certificates has led to higher revenues than had first 
been expected. This shows that the auctioning of 
certificates in european emissions trading can make 
a considerable contribution towards generating ad-
ditional funds for climate protection.

national component of the 
Climate Protection Initiative

The support programmes and individual projects 
of the national Climate Protection Initiative are in-
tended to advance available climate-friendly tech-

The GeRMan FedeRal GoveRnMenT’s 
ClIMaTe PRoTeCTIon InITIaTIve 

  

Through its International Climate Protection Initia-
tive the federal ministry supports climate protec-
tion projects around the world in developing and 
emerging countries as well as in the transition coun-
tries of Central and eastern europe. The aim of the 
Initiative, as an innovative financing mechanism, is 
to support partner countries in their climate protec-
tion efforts. With this new form of environmental 
cooperation, the bmu is adding a new component to 
the German government’s existing development co-
operation. In the context of topping up eligible oda 
(official development assistance) resources in 2009, 
considerably more money will be available for inter-
national environmental cooperation than has previ-
ously been the case.

International component of the  
Climate Protection Initiative

nologies, to demonstrate and disseminate forward-
looking climate protection technologies using mod-
el projects, and to identify and remove obstacles 
preventing the implementation of climate protec-
tion measures. The target group for support com-
prises households, businesses, local authorities as 
well as social and cultural institutions at national 
level. activities receiving support include, for ex-
ample, climate protection projects in social and cul-
tural institutions, the installation of micro-cogene-
ration (ChP) units in private households and in com-
mercial facilities, and the use of biomass for energy 
and renewable heat.
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Funding regions and approaches of 
the International Climate Protection 
Initiative

The International Climate Protection Initiative fo-
cuses regionally on a number of emerging coun-
tries. These countries have a high potential for emis-
sions reduction in view of their significant and 
sharply rising greenhouse gas emissions. Innovative 
projects are also being supported in other selected 
countries and regions. furthermore, projects target-
ting valuable carbon sinks with high levels of bio-
diversity (such as in the amazon region, the Congo 
basin and South-east asia) will receive support.

a variety of approaches are pursued within the in-
ternational initiative in order to achieve these objec-
tives. They include:

˘  financing investments and programmes in finan-
cial sectors by means of grants,

˘  support via (interest-subsidised) loans and also, 
where appropriate, via project-based contribu-
tions to international funds, and

˘  advice and capacity development (i.e. technology 
transfer, policy advice, studies on potential, Pub-
lic Private Partnerships, joint research activities, 
training courses and strategy development).
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Thematic priorities and criteria 

The International Climate Protection Initiative sup-
ports projects in the areas of “emissions reduction” 
and “adaptation to climate change”.
Thematic priorities and areas for support include:

˘  the development of national emissions reduction 
strategies,

˘  support for renewable energies and energy effi-
ciency,

˘  emissions reduction in the transport sector,

˘  projects aimed at substituting greenhouse gases 
and projects in the waste management sector,

˘  innovative projects aimed at expanding use of 
the carbon market,

˘  the preservation of carbon sinks, especially for-
ests and other ecosystems such as wetlands 

˘	 synergies between climate protection and biodi-
versity conservation,

˘  the implementation of selected adaptation activi-
ties and

˘  the establishment of climate-related monitoring 
and accounting systems.

The core of project proposals from our partners 
should consist in a direct and economically efficient 
mitigation impact. The International Climate Pro-
tection Initiative primarily supports innovative proj-
ects that offer a role model for the country or re-
gion concerned in terms of developing a low-carbon 
economy and/or adapting to climate change.
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emissions reduction

Projects totalling up to euro 60 million are to be im-
plemented in 2008 with the aim of promoting cli-
mate-friendly patterns of production and consump-
tion and sustainable forms of energy supply. Project 
activities will concentrate on:

a)  Improving energy efficiency
 In developing, emerging and transition coun-

tries, potential energy savings amount to 30–
90% of present energy consumption levels. Im-
proving efficiency in electricity generation and 
distribution, in commerce, industry and trans-
port, and in private households and public facili-
ties is therefore a priority for the Climate Pro-
tection Initiative. Such measures can cut green-
house gas emissions, reduce local air pollution, 
improve people’s quality of life and strengthen 

national economies. The keys to improving en-
ergy efficiency are providing knowledge for poli-
cymakers and market players such as small and 
medium-sized enterprises (Smes), and triggering 
investment in the generation mix, in buildings 
and in energy-efficient products.

b)  developing renewable energies
 many of the less developed countries have great 

potential to utilise renewable energies, but tap 
only a small part of that potential. The Climate 
Protection Initiative supports pilot projects that 
hold particular promise for the development of 
low-carbon, decentrally organised energy supply 
systems. In addition, consultancy is provided on 
how to develop an enabling setting, and support 
is given for conducting studies of renewable en-
ergy potential and drafting energy action plans.
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c)  reducing f-gases (fluorocarbons) which have a 
harmful impact on climate 

 due to increasing use of refrigeration and air-
conditioning technology f-gas emissions are on 
the rise. The International Climate Protection Ini-
tiative therefore also promotes showcase projects 
for converting such systems to natural refrigerants.

The Climate Protection Initiative is pursuing the fol-
lowing goals: 

˘  Improved policy setting (regulatory law, standards, 
public assistance strategies, quality assurance)

˘  access to technologies and know-how

˘  Support for implementation

˘  dissemination of knowledge about concepts, 
technologies and products relating to the use of 
renewable energies and the improvement of en-
ergy efficiency in selected sectors (commerce, in-
dustry, real estate)

˘  Improved acceptance among investors of renew-
able energy and energy efficiency standards and 
products.
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examples of projects

I.1 Optimising the energy consumption of 
water pumping stations in Jordan

Implementation: deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ)

Context: The Water authority of Jordan (WaJ) 
is the largest electricity consumer in the coun-
try, needing about 14% of Jordan’s entire elec-
tricity production. In addition to high costs, this 
entails large quantities of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, for Jordan’s power supply is based almost 

entirely on fossil fuels. one of the main causes 
of the high levels of electricity consumption is 
the technical inefficiency in the operation of 
the pumps required to lift the water 1,400 me-
tres from the Jordan valley to consumers. Stud-
ies have shown that, because of inappropriately 
sized pumps and insufficient quality of main-
tenance and repair processes, the potential to 
save electricity in the operation of the various 
pumping stations is in the order of 25–50% of 
the energy consumed.
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Approach: In a first step, an energy audit con-
ducted within the context of the project will 
identify the savings potential, both in terms 
of financial impacts and with regard to green-
house gas emissions reduction. on that basis, a 
payback analysis is to be produced and schemes 
developed that ensure sustainable institution-
alisation of the improvement processes. Such 
schemes can include forms of plant operation 

and ownership, or performance contracting ar-
rangements. In the second part of the project, 
the measures developed in the first part will be 
implemented. The key aspects determining the 
success of this project, which is to have a bea-
con effect far beyond Jordan, are the raising of 
awareness and the building of capacity among 
participating staff at all levels – technical, oper-
ational and executive.
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I.2 TREE – Transfer Renewable Energy & 
Efficiency

Transferring renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency know-how for decision-makers and engi-
neers in developing and emerging countries

Implementation: renewables academy 
(renaC) aG

Context: There is often a lack of knowledge 
at various levels about what constitutes an en-
abling policy setting for formulating and imple-
menting sustainable energy supply measures, as 
well as a lack of awareness in the private sector 
about opportunities and areas of application for 
climate-friendly technologies and services. 

Approach: The aim of the project is to effect a 
transfer of knowledge, based on need, on the is-
sues of renewable energies (re) and energy effi-
ciency (ee) for decision-makers and engineers in 
developing and emerging countries. This serves 
simultaneously to create a sustainable basis for 
a reduction in Co

2
 emissions in the partner 

countries. In addition to running courses, proj-
ect activities include setting up a training cen-
tre and a virtual learning platform. The train-
ing and advice on offer is intended as a means 
of supporting both policy and private sector de-
cision-makers in the practical implementation 
of measures towards climate-friendly patterns 
of production and consumption. The focus is 
on being better able to identify potential for re 
and ee, developing political and economic strat-
egies for deploying re and ee, and contributing 
to their increased implementation. The experi-
ence gathered in Germany with regard to the 
conditions and incentive systems needed to de-
velop re and ee markets feed into this process. 
Knowledge is also conveyed regarding key non-
technological issues such as profitability, financ-
ing, legal requirements, market launch strate-
gies and incentive systems. 

I.3 Switching from halogenated to natural 
refrigerants in supermarkets

Implementation: deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) 

Context: emissions caused by unavoidable leaks 
from conventional refrigeration systems not only 
contribute to depleting the stratospheric ozone 
layer but also, due to their extremely high global 
warming potential, play a major role in heating 
up the earth’s atmosphere. While natural refrig-
erants are available as a substitute, they are still 
viewed with some scepticism. So far no company 
in South africa has risen to the challenge of im-
plementing sustainable refrigeration technology.

Approach: opportunities for eliminating the use 
of halogenated refrigerants (CfCs, hCfCs, hfCs) 
harmful to the climate are to be demonstrated 
using the example of a supermarket chain in 
South africa. facilities with natural refrigerants 
(hydrocarbons, ammonia, Co

2
) are to be brought 

into use, which operate without fluorinated re-
frigerants harmful to the ozone layer and to the 
climate. replacing thoroughly inefficient air-con-
ditioning systems with modern, electricity-sav-
ing systems also makes a tangible contribution 
towards improving the strained electricity sup-
ply situation in South africa. The aim of the proj-
ect is, on the one hand, to demonstrate the tech-
nical feasibility and superiority of such systems 
and, on the other, to develop an attractive mod-
el for investment. one possibility for this may 
be the development of a new Cdm methodology 
which, in addition to saving energy, also gener-
ates Certified emission reductions (Cers) for the 
saved emissions of fluorinated refrigerants hfC-
404a and hfC-134a, regulated under the Kyoto 
Protocol. The additional income from Cers can 
help to speed up considerably the modernisa-
tion of commercial refrigeration plants. Insights 
gained from an evaluation of the project will 
be applied to transferring the environmentally-
friendly refrigeration technology to other super-
markets in South africa as well as to other afri-
can countries.
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I.4 Climate protection programme in Turkey 

Implementation: Kreditanstalt für Wiederauf-
bau (KfW development bank) with the climate 
protection credit programme of the Turkish en-
vironment and development bank Türkiye Sınai 
Kalkınma bankası (TSKb)

Context: by ratifying the unfCCC Turkey has 
taken an important step towards acknowledg-
ing the importance of global climate protection 
goals. discussions are currently underway in the 
Turkish parliament as to whether the country 

should sign up to the Kyoto Protocol. The issues 
of “renewable energies” and “energy efficiency” 
have acquired new momentum in political de-
bate. Great potential exists for generating energy 
through wind, organic waste, geothermal tech-
nology and small-scale hydroelectric plants.
There is also plenty of scope for action regard-
ing energy efficiency measures both in the pri-
vate domain and in the industrial sector. Support 
programmes have so far been of an isolated and 
one-off character.

Approach: Within this programme a line of 
credit totalling u$ 41m (incl. Tranche II, approx. 
u$ 80m) is to be made available to the Turk-
ish environment and development bank Türki-
ye Sınai Kalkınma bankası (TSKb). funds from 
the International Climate Protection Initiative 
amounting to euro 4.5m (plus euro 4.9m in 
Tranche II) will be used for this purpose as an in-
terest subsidy. TSKb will use this facility to pro-
vide private investors with long-term loans for 
energy efficiency measures and for the use of re-
newable energies. The programme contributes 
towards economic development and securing a 
clean and efficient supply of energy and thus to-
wards climate protection and resource conserva-
tion in Turkey. The involvement of TSKb serves 
to demonstrate that investing in renewable ener-
gies and energy efficiency make sense not only 
ecologically but also economically.

In this area, measures aimed at enabling adapta-
tion to the impacts of climate change, conserving 
climate-relevant biodiversity and safeguarding nat-
ural habitats will receive support of up to euro 60m 
for the year 2008. “adaptation” is an integral com-
ponent of the bali action Plan and will continue to 
be a central component of international climate ne-
gotiations on this basis. The 4th assessment report 
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) makes it clear that adaptation to climate 
change is essential for preventing or at least reduc-

adaPTaTIon To ClIMaTe ChanGe
ing threats to humans and the environment. devel-
oping countries in particular are already affected 
the most severely by climate change, and this trend 
is set to continue. according to the latest estimates 
from the united nations (united nations university, 
unu – Institute for environmental and human Se-
curity, ehS) about 200 million people will become 
climate refugees by the year 2050 on account of in-
creasingly frequent droughts, weather extremes or 
environmental disasters.
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Given these circumstances, the second major prior-
ity of the International Climate Protection Initiative 
is to support people as they adapt to climate change 
and to safeguard natural habitats. other activities 
include the conservation and sustainable use of eco-
systems that play an important role as Co

2
 sinks and 

have a proven relevance in relation to human ad-
aptation. The Initiative also supports projects that 
serve to further the global “life Web” initiative of 
the Cbd (Convention on biological diversity) pro-
gramme of work on protected areas. It is these syn-
ergies in particular – between forest conservation, 
biodiversity, ecosystem services, climate change 
mitigation and adaptation – that the Initiative seeks 
to foster. one innovative financing model that is to 
be developed and tested for specific projects, affect-
ed populations and regions is that of insurance ar-
rangements.

The Climate Protection Initiative is pursuing the fol-
lowing goals: 

˘  broadening the knowledge base through projects 
aimed at collecting, processing and interpreting 
geographical and statistical data

˘  Provision of practical aids to decision-making 

˘  Taking on the extra costs of “climate proofing” 
for infrastructural and development projects par-
ticularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change 

˘  Implementation of exemplary pilot projects 

˘  development of institutional capacity as well as 
implementation of sub-components of suitable 
national adaptation programmes 

˘  Protection and preservation of forests in develop-
ing countries 

˘  Improved infrastructure for disaster mitigation, 
response and relief.
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examples of projects

II.1 Reducing emissions caused by deforesta-
tion: Conserving forest ecosystems in Peru’s 
Amazon region

Implementation: KfW development bank

Context: Peru is almost three times the size of 
Germany, and 53% of the country is covered by 
forest. of this, a large part, totalling about 70 
million hectares, is primary forest. Peru thus 
hosts a significant proportion of tropical forests 
worldwide, which are a globally important car-
bon sink. moreover, with a great number of en-
demic plant and animal species, it is one of the 
10 countries with the greatest biological diversi-
ty of the world. Considerable pressure upon nat-
ural resources, driven by rural poverty and inap-
propriate land-use methods, is leading to severe 
degradation of the forests, which is impacting 
on ecosystems and causing the loss of biodiver-
sity.

Approach: The goal of the project is to halt the 
advancing deforestation of large rainforest and 
mountain forest areas and thus, through the 

management of three protected areas (approx. 
300,000 ha) and their buffer zones, to contribute 
to avoiding emissions.

These forests on the western margin of the ama-
zon basin have very high levels of biological di-
versity. They are the environment and livelihood 
basis for the indigenous peoples living there, and 
increasingly also for settlers from the uplands. 
The protected area administrations and the pop-
ulation are to manage and protect these areas in 
a sustainable and participatory manner. The aim 
is thus to reduce the rate of deforestation by up 
to 50%, which would correspond to an annual re-
duction of forest loss by some 25,000 ha, translat-
ing into a maximum greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction of up to 3.7 million t C/ha. The project 
is intended to enable Peru’s state environmental 
administration, for the first time, to monitor the 
entire protected area system with regard to its 
carbon stocks. The project will help the newly es-
tablished environment ministry of Peru to gener-
ate pilot experience in projects on “avoided de-
forestation” and to feed these into the post-2012 
negotiations.
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II.2 Contributing to the establishment of the 
first climate insurance for developing and 
emerging countries

Implementation: KfW with the GIrIf / Indexre 
climate insurance

Context: as a result of global climate change, 
both the number and intensity of extreme 
weather events such as drought, flooding and 
major storms are rising.
In contrast to industrialised countries, in most 
developing and emerging countries neither 
private households nor companies can insure 
against drought, flood or storm damage. This im-
pacts negatively on their development.

Approach: The first climate insurance worldwide 
will give options to local insurers – and also di-
rectly to private and public companies – in devel-
oping and emerging countries to insure against 
the weather risks that will increase in the wake 
of climate change. The programme’s immediate 
target group comprises public institutions and 
private local insurance companies that seek rein-
surance against the impacts of climate change, 
especially floods, storms or drought. The indirect 

target group comprises the insured parties, i.e. 
households and companies which, thanks to the 
climate insurance scheme, gain access to policies 
that allow them, for the first time, to safeguard 
themselves better against the impacts of climate 
change. The Global Index reinsurance facility 
(GIrIf) / Indexre climate insurance is currently 
being established for this purpose. This climate 
insurance is a Public Private Partnership. The pri-
vate shareholder is Partnerre, a uS-based rein-
surance company, holding some 45%. The public 
shareholders are several: the World bank subsid-
iary IfC, the dutch fmo, and the KfW bank group 
acting on behalf of the German environment min-
istry bmu. on behalf of the bmu, the KfW is con-
tributing up to euro 7.5 million, to a maximum of 
10% of the initial capital stock of the insurance. 
The insurance will exclusively provide products 
that are not yet offered in the target countries. If 
the lighthouse project is successful, it is likely to 
be replicated, leading to broader availability of 
such products in the target countries. The provi-
sion of insurance policies covering weather dam-
age will make it easier for companies and house-
holds in developing and emerging countries to 
adapt to climate change.
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II.3 Managing disaster risks and adapting 
to climate change in remote villages of the 
Himalayas 

Implementation: humanitarian aid Germany 
(diakonie Katastrophenhilfe)

Context: The Indian himalayas are a region 
particularly at risk from climate change. Global 
warming leads to the rapid melting of glaciers, 
of which 5018 in total are affected worldwide. 
In a few years’ time there will be no more melt-
water runoff in the himalayas in summer, and 
this will cause ever more frequent drought. one 
result of the ensuing water scarcity will be the 
reduction in the per capita amount of drinking 
water available, from 1800 m3 to 1000 m3. In its 
national action Plan on Climate Change the In-
dian government has emphasised the threat to 
the himalayan region and the need to take spe-
cial account of it in the context of adaptation 
strategies.

Approach: run by diakonie Katastrophenhilfe, 
a German church-based disaster relief organisa-
tion, this is a project that is to be carried out in 
cooperation with Indian partner organisation 
navdanya Trust, founded by well-known Indian 
environmental campaigner and civil rights activ-
ist vandana Shiva. The aim is to establish a pi-
lot project for developing adaptation strategies 
to climate change and disaster prevention in 
about 100 village communities in the himalayas, 
specifically, in the desert area around ladakh 
and in Garhwal, near the glaciers that form the 
source of the Ganges and on which 500 mil-
lion people depend. The project is thus devoted 
to one of the clearest signs of climate change, 
namely, glacier melt. In a locally embedded and 
practical process, it seeks to prepare local people 
for climate change – that is, for changes in the 
water supply caused by reduced meltwater – and 
to work out solutions for the future in collabora-
tion with the villagers themselves. The focus of 
the project – in addition to educating people in 
the new climate centres to be built – is to estab-
lish an early warning system for water scarcity 
and, where necessary, for glacial floods as well. 

It also includes strategies aimed at helping local 
people to adapt to changed circumstances over 
the long term, in particular to a reduced water 
supply. Through this project the International 
Climate Protection Initiative finances long term 
“help towards self-help” in isolated areas particu-
larly affected by climate change.

II.4 Managing forests for adaptation to 
climate change in the “Rainforests of the 
Atsinanana” World Heritage Site in 
Madagascar 

Implementation: uneSCo World heritage Centre

Context: forested areas in madagascar have 
shrunk considerably over the last few decades. 
The remaining rainforests on the island are par-
ticularly affected by high rates of deforestation 
of more than 5% every year. advancing defor-
estation not only releases large amounts of car-
bon into the atmosphere but also endangers the 
country’s extraordinary biological diversity and 
threatens the livelihood base of the rural popu-
lation.

Approach: The goal of the project is to save 
from deforestation a forested area extending 
over 303,000 ha in the “rainforests of the atsi-
nanana” World heritage Site in the southeast 
of the island and to regenerate those forests al-
ready largely destroyed on a further 87,000 ha. 
The aim is to strengthen the adaptive capac-
ity of this World heritage Site in madagascar in 
the face of climate change impacts. emissions 
caused by deforestation could be reduced by 
109m t Co

2
 over the next 30 years. The carbon 

stored in the forests of the project area amounts 
to more than 209m tonnes. In order to achieve 
the project’s objectives, existing connecting ar-
eas of forest cover between the core areas of the 
region already identified as national parks will 
be protected or restored. This will be achieved 
in part by identifying priority areas, developing 
predictive models of forest cover, clarifying con-
ditions of ownership and enacting reforestation 
measures in the connecting areas. monitoring 
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and management capacity in the existing pro-
tected areas is to be improved, sustainable agri-
cultural usage that protects the forests is to be 
promoted among local communities, and wood 
use is to be reduced by means of improved wood 
stoves. The target groups of the project are, on 
the one hand, the local communities living in 

and around the project area and, on the other, 
the national authorities responsible for the pro-
tected areas. Through this project, strategies for 
adaptation to the impacts of climate change are 
being developed for protected areas in mada-
gascar for the first time. It can thus serve as a 
model for other regions in madagascar.
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The preconditions for action on the part of the In-
ternational Climate Protection Initiative are a ro-
bust executing organisation in the partner country 
and support for the projects from the country’s gov-
ernment. It is open to different actors in the part-
ner countries and in Germany, with innovation and 
competition forming the basis for its implementa-
tion. Project proposals can be submitted by imple-
menting organisations of German development co-
operation, and by non-governmental and govern-
mental organisations, universities and research in-
stitutes, private-sector companies, multilateral devel-
opment banks, and organisations and programmes 
of the united nations.

International advisory panel

an international supervisory board will offer strate-
gic support to the practical work undertaken in the 
International Climate Protection Initiative as well as 
providing necessary creative input and thus contrib-

uting effectively to the Initiative’s development. The 
international advisory panel is made up of experts 
from governments, academia, non-governmental or-
ganisations, companies, financial markets and in-
ternational financial institutions. The international 
membership of this body reflects the complex range 
of interests that exists at international level and en-
ables multiple, cross-sector perspectives to emerge 
regarding the innovative financing of future climate 
protection measures.

Monitoring system

The effectiveness of measures supported through 
the International Climate Protection Initiative will 
be tested regularly using efficient monitoring and 
systematic evaluation carried out by external ex-
perts. experiences acquired through the Initiative 
are to be used to develop it further and will be inte-
grated into an overall report on the national and In-
ternational Climate Protection Initiative. 

Partners and Monitoring
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The International Climate Protection Initiative will 
be supporting projects that address the reduction of 
greenhouse gases and adaptation to climate change 
impacts over the coming years as well. The focus 
will be on projects in developing, emerging and 
transition countries that can be expected to gener-
ate lasting effects in the target region and multi-
plier effects beyond. In addition, the aim is to sup-
port the process leading towards the conclusion of a 
Kyoto follow-up agreement to come into effect af-
ter 2012. Project outlines for the budget year 2009 
can be submitted up until april 2009. If the outline 
is accepted, the applicants will be asked to submit a 
detailed project description and provisional calcula-
tion of costs. arrangements and details regarding 
the support measure, the procedure for submitting 
proposals and criteria according to which the proj-
ects are selected are contained in the “announce-

ment concerning the support of projects in the con-
text of the International Climate Protection Initia-
tive” (november 2008). The announcement can be ac-
cessed at http://www.bmu.de/klimaschutzinitiative.

The bmu has set up a Programme office for all que-
ries concerning support that is also the addressee 
for project outlines and applications; the office is 
run by GTZ with support from KfW. It supports the 
bmu in the implementation and management of 
the International Climate Protection Initiative.

Programme Office International  
Climate Protection Initiative
Potsdamer Platz 10
10785 Berlin
programmbuero-klima@gtz.de

how to submit a project proposal
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