Experiences in Linking Adaptation and
Mitigation through Community Forestry: Case

Studies from Asia
Regan Suzuki, RECOFTC/ REDD-net




Presentation Outline

i. WHY FOREST-BASED ADAPTATION MATTERS
2. THE CASE STUDIES
3. CF AND ADAPTATION SYNERGIES
4. THE TRADE-OFFS AND POINTS OF TENSION



Why Adaptation in Forests Matters

Adaptation focuses largely on water, agriculture and disaster
management. Of funded Adaptation Fund projects none explicitly
address forests.

BUT, recent research shows significance of forests in rural
livelihoods — contributing globally 1/5 to Y4 of rural household
income.

As many countries develop their national adaptation strategies,
explicit incorporation of forests within these plans needs to be
ensured.

Conversely, mitigation activities such as REDD+ rarely include
references to adaptation and the development of adaptive capacity.

CF is arecognized approach in the countries studied, and is an
important entry point for understanding how adaptation and
mitigation may be jointly addressed.




Why the case studies?

- Interest in making REDD+ viable in absence of
Immediate benefits

i_Ml?_king climate change funding more efficient through
inking

Also

- not doing so may undermine efforts at sustainable
forestry and result in loss of rights and livelihoods
among vulnerable communities.

We wanted to explore

- the multifaceted roles of forests in mitigation and
adaptation, identifying potential synergies and trade-
offs.







Forest-based adaptation
synergies In action

Mangroves in Da Loc, Vietnam

‘Reduced disaster risk from typhoons and extreme
weather events

-Improved livelihoods through agquaculture, duck and
bee raising

-Social capital within community through group-
organizing

-Strengthened relationship with district and provincial
authorities

‘High levels of carbon sequestration







Forest-adaptation
synergies In action

‘lterative relationship with communal land
titling process supporting REDD+ and vice
versa

‘Forest based livelihoods critical safety net for
Phnong community during times of duress

-Conservation regime provides alternatives to
casava or cashew conversion

-‘Potential payments from VER sales







Trade-offs

Community forests, Dhanusa, Nepal

-CF management plans can disproportionately
Impact vulnerable groups such as women and
those of lower caste

EX. In Bishnupur CFUG, prohibitions on cattle
grazing led to increased labor for women collecting
fodder and decrease in cattle numbers — affecting
women as beneficiaries of dairy product income

‘Opportunity costs — landless groups are
organizing and demanding conversion to
agrlcultural land







Trade-offs

Ban Huay Win, Doi Phu Kha National
Park, Thailand @

« Dol Phu Kha Park established in area occupied
by village, no legal rights over their land

‘While wishing to maintain forests, livelihood
options have become extremely limited and are
being exacerbated by climate change

- Park conservation policies prevent land use
changes which might be more sustainable, such as
agroforestry or terracing

‘Both adaptation and mitigation require
Integrated land management and recognition of
rights







1.

General recommendations for
linking adaptation with forestry

daptation strategies.

Avoid sectoral divisions and employ ecosystem-based
management approaches.

Incorporate adaptation gens in national forestry plans

Scale-up models of successful mitigation-adaptation
Iinitiatives. Document lessons learned.

Awareness raising and capacity building for
government and communities.

Incorporate local knowledge in adaptation and
mitigation practices.

Accelerate and expand land tenure reform processes in
the region.

Facilitate market access and value addition skills for
livelihood development.

Support development of knowledge sharing and
networks between communities and countries.




Thank you!




