
+ 

Experiences in Linking Adaptation and 
Mitigation through Community Forestry:  Case 
Studies from Asia 
Regan Suzuki, RECOFTC/ REDD-net 
 



1 . W H Y  F O R E S T - B A S E D  A D A P T A T I O N  M A T T E R S  

2 . T H E  C A S E  S T U D I E S  

3 . C F  A N D  A D A P T A T I O N  S Y N E R G I E S  

4 .  T H E  T R A D E - O F F S  A N D  P O I N T S  O F  T E N S I O N  

 

Presentation Outline 



A d a p t a t i o n  f o c u s e s  l a r g e l y  o n  w a t e r ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  d i s a s t e r  
m a n a g e m e n t .  O f  f u n d e d  A d a p t a t i o n  F u n d  p r o j e c t s  n o n e  e x p l i c i t l y  
a d d r e s s  f o r e s t s .  
 
B U T ,  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  s h o w s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  f o r e s t s  i n  r u r a l  
l i v e l i h o o d s  –  c o n t r i b u t i n g  g l o b a l l y   1 / 5  t o  ¼  o f  r u r a l  h o u s e h o l d  
i n c o m e .   
 
A s  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  a d a p t a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s ,  
e x p l i c i t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  p l a n s  n e e d s  t o  b e  
e n s u r e d .   
 
C o n v e r s e l y ,  m i t i g a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  R E D D +  r a r e l y  i n c l u d e  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a d a p t i v e  c a p a c i t y .  
 
C F  i s  a  r e c o g n i z e d  a p p r o a c h  i n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  s t u d i e d ,  a n d  i s  a n  
i m p o r t a n t  e n t r y  p o i n t  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  
m i t i g a t i o n  m a y  b e  j o i n t l y  a d d r e s s e d .   
 
 

Why Adaptation in Forests Matters 



• L a c k  o f  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  f o r e s t - b a s e d  a d a p t a t i o n  
• I n t e r e s t  i n  m a k i n g  R E D D +  v i a b l e  i n  a b s e n c e  o f  
i m m e d i a t e  b e n e f i t s  
• M a k i n g  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  f u n d i n g  m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  t h r o u g h  
l i n k i n g  
 

A l s o  
• n o t  d o i n g  s o  m a y  u n d e r m i n e  e f f o r t s  a t  s u s t a i n a b l e  
f o r e s t r y  a n d  r e s u l t  i n  l o s s  o f  r i g h t s  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d s  
a m o n g  v u l n e r a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s .   
 
W e  w a n t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  
• t h e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  r o l e s  o f  f o r e s t s  i n  m i t i g a t i o n  a n d  
a d a p t a t i o n ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  s y n e r g i e s  a n d  t r a d e -
o f f s .  
 

 
 

Why the case studies? 





Mangroves in Da Loc, Vietnam 
 
•R e d u c e d  d i s a s t e r  r i s k  f r o m  t y p h o o n s  a n d  e x t r e m e  
w e a t h e r  e v e n t s  

•I m p r o v e d  l i v e l i h o o d s  t h r o u g h  a q u a c u l t u r e ,  d u c k  a n d  
b e e  r a i s i n g  

•S o c i a l  c a p i t a l  w i t h i n  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  g r o u p -
o r g a n i z i n g  

•S t r e n g t h e n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  d i s t r i c t  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  

•H i g h  l e v e l s  o f  c a r b o n  s e q u e s t r a t i o n  

 

 

Forest-based adaptation  
synergies in action 



 



REDD+ project, Seima, Cambodia 

 

•Iterat ive  relat ionship with communal  land 
t i t l ing process  supporting REDD+ and vice  
versa  

•Forest  based l ivel ihoods cri t ical  safety  net  for  
Phnong community during t imes of  duress  

•Conservation regime provides alternatives  to  
casava or  cashew conversion 

•Potential  payments from VER sales  

 

 

Forest-adaptation  
synergies in action 





Community forests,  Dhanusa, Nepal  
 

•CF management plans can disproportionately  
impact  vulnerable  groups such as  women and 
those of  lower caste  

•Ex. In Bishnupur CFUG, prohibitions on cattle 
grazing led to increased labor for women collecting 
fodder and decrease in cattle numbers – affecting 
women as beneficiaries of dairy product income 

•Opportunity  costs  –  landless  groups are  
organizing and demanding conversion to  
agricultural  land  
•  

 

Trade-offs  



 



Ban Huay Win, Doi Phu Kha National 
Park, Thailand 
 

• Doi  Phu Kha  Park  establ ished in  area  occupied  
by  v i l lage ,  no  legal  r ights  over  their  land  

•While  wishing  to  maintain  forests ,  l ive l ihood 
opt ions  have  become extremely  l imited  and are  
being  exacerbated  by  c l imate  change  

• Park  conservat ion pol ic ies  prevent  land use  
changes  which  might  be  more  susta inable ,  such  as  
agroforestry  or  terrac ing  

•Both  adaptat ion and mit igat ion require  
integrated  land management  and recogni t ion of  
r ights  
 

 

Trade-offs  



 



  

 

1 . I n c o r p o r a t e  a d a p t a t i o n  l e n s  i n  n a t i o n a l  f o r e s t r y  p l a n s  
a n d  f o r e s t r y  i n  n a t i o n a l  a d a p t a t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s .  

2 . A v o i d  s e c t o r a l  d i v i s i o n s  a n d  e m p l o y  e c o s y s t e m - b a s e d  
m a n a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h e s .  

3 .  S c a l e - u p  m o d e l s  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  m i t i g a t i o n − a d a p t a t i o n  
i n i t i a t i v e s .  D o c u m e n t  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d .  

4 . A w a r e n e s s  r a i s i n g  a n d  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .   

5 . I n c o r p o r a t e  l o c a l  k n o w l e d g e  i n  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  
m i t i g a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s .  

6 . A c c e l e r a t e  a n d  e x p a n d  l a n d  t e n u r e  r e f o r m  p r o c e s s e s  i n  
t h e  r e g i o n .  

7 . F a c i l i t a t e  m a r k e t  a c c e s s  a n d  v a l u e  a d d i t i o n  s k i l l s  f o r  
l i v e l i h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

8 . S u p p o r t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  s h a r i n g  a n d  
n e t w o r k s  b e t w e e n  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  c o u n t r i e s .   

 

 
General recommendations for 

linking adaptation with forestry 



Thank you! 
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