
One of the main focuses on the path to decarbonisation of the shipping industry is the implementation of operational 
measures to maximise efficiency and reduce emissions. What is crucial is that this happens now, in parallel to near-
zero and zero-carbon fuels of the future being developed on a scale large enough to meet the needs. However, the 
story of shipping decarbonisation extends beyond this immediate focus. Ships are indispensable in the fight against 
climate change – they play a crucial role in the global supply chain – and will be essential for transporting alternative 
fuels of the future to where they are needed, as well as keeping the world supplied with food and other vital goods. 
Additionally, they can provide a considerable amount of recyclable material, such as steel, when they reach the end of 
their operational lives.
In this side event, we will take you on a journey. This journey will commence at the early stages of a ship’s life – starting 
with its design, progressing through its lifespan while it operates as efficiently as possible, and following it until it 
reaches the end of its life. The journey ends when the ship is recycled, contributing to the circular economy through the 
repurposing of its steel.  Our journey will travel the globe – from the maritime hubs of North America to the recycling 
yards of Asia. Problem-solving will be at the heart of our discussion, including how public-private partnerships can 
facilitate the decarbonisation of shipping. We will evaluate the current state of play and achievements and discuss the 
steps needed to enable ship recycling to play a significant role in the circular economy and associated GHG reductions.
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