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https://www.unep.org/r
esources/global-
peatlands-assessment-
2022

4% of planet’s land surface

1/3 of world’s soil carbon 
→ twice as found in entire forest biomass

4 % of all anthropogenic GHG emissions (fires excluded)

~90 % still intact

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the World’s Peatlands in Maps.

https://www.unep.org/resources/global-peatlands-assessment-2022
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Peatlands are degrading at alarming speed

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the World’s Peatlands in Maps.
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Drainage for land use is strongest driver for degradation

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the 
World’s Peatlands in Maps.
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Main driver: Agricultural use of drained peatlands

Cropland

Palmoil

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of 
the World’s Peatlands in Maps.
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Mining operations destroy peatlands

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the World’s Peatlands in Maps.
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GHG emissions from peatlands

25 key countries emitting 
85 % of GHG emissions 
from peatlands globally

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the World’s Peatlands in Maps.
EU
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Peatlands safeguard water supply

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the World’s Peatlands in Maps.
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We loose land while sea level is rising

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the World’s Peatlands in Maps.
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Almost 90 % of peatlands are still untouched 

– but few of them are legally protected 

Maps & graphs: UNEP (2024). Global Peatland Hotspot Atlas – The State of the World’s Peatlands in Maps.
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First priority is conservation 

– second restoration of degraded areas



• saving GHG emissions

• storing carbon

• harbouring biodiversity

• Buffering & purifying waters

• producing goods (paludiculture)

• Amaze people

Only wet peatlands will bring us closer 

to achieving the SDGs!
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Follow QR code:

Or visit: 
https://www.unep.org/resources/re
port/global-peatland-hotspot-atlas-
2024

Get your Atlas!
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