
This joint event uses scientific knowledge to support health practitioners in tangible climate change adaptation actions, highlighting 
malaria. We explore ways to improve adaptive strategies in regions with low adaptive capacity, and catalyze a COP16 health coalition.
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IPCC Report (2007)

Increases in:
 Infectious diseases 
 Injuries and fatalities 
 Respiratory and cardiovascular 

disease 
 Allergic reactions 
 Nutritional shortages 
 Mental health issues



Lancet Commission (2009)

 Climate change “the biggest 
global health threat of the 21st 
century.”

 Threat to public health a “clear 
and present danger”



IFRC/John Haskew 

By 2030, rising temperatures and changes in water accumulation due to climate 
change may increase the African population at risk of malaria by 90 million. 

(WHO)



European heat wave (2003)



Some 20 million people were affected by the Pakistan floods, 
with over 2000 deaths recorded as a result.





Afghan refugees in Pakistan
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Health in Adaptation Plans

 39 of 41 NAPAs (95%) consider health as 
impacted by climate change

 Only 23% of these plans comprehensive in 
health-vulnerability assessment

 Of 459 priority projects, only 50 (11%) 
represent projects focused on health

 Total estimated cost of priority projects is $1.8 
trillion, but just USD $58 million (3%) directed 
to health 

WHO 2010



WHO review of NAPAs

“…the current consideration of 
public health interventions in 
NAPAs is unlikely to… protect 
public health from the negative 
effects of climate change.”

WHO 2010



Exposure to smoke from traditional cookstoves and open fires—the primary means 
of cooking and heating for nearly three billion people in the developing world—

causes 1.9 million premature deaths annually, with women and young children the 
most affected. (Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves)



A traffic policeman wears a mask to help protect himself from air pollution at a busy 
crossing in Kolkata, India. In 2002, more than 120,000 people died in India from diseases 

exacerbated by air pollution. (WHO)

LHIL/Sudipto Das



“A new advocacy and public 
health movement is needed 
urgently to bring together 
governments, international 
agencies, nongovernmental 
organizations, communities, and 
academics from all disciplines to 
adapt to the effects of climate 
change on health.” 

Lancet, 2009
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