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GCS FINANCIAL DISTRIBUTION

Commercial Buffer Zone

Project duration is a minimum of 30 years and the sale 
of CCUs results in the creation of a capital pool to 
ensure the program meets its aims and goals. Private 
entities purchase CCUs to increase Corporate-Social 
Responsibility, diversify portfolio risk, facilitate 
philanthropic missions and increase investor 
confidence. GCS also creates a framework of trust for 
activities under overseas development assistance.

• The legal landowner receives 20% of the CCU 
revenues to cover the cost of administration and 
partial compensation for land opportunity costs

• The Stakeholder Foundation receives 40% of 
the CCU revenues which are reinvested directly 
into the Commercial Buffer Zone activities

• The residual 40% directly finances the 
Conservation Area project implementation 
framework, including PIN verification, conservation 
management plan development, project 
registration and monitoring activities, registry and 
sale of the CCUs, third-party annual project 
validation and verification. Monies not used are 
transferred to the Stakeholder Foundation.

• There are no costs to stakeholders at any time.
• Ownership structures remain untouched.

Auditing and Monitoring
GCS projects are independently monitored by 
independent accredited agencies. They validate 
projects against the GCS principles and criteria and 
verify monitoring results for ecosystem services.

GCS Registry
The GCS is cooperating with Maxgroup Rights 
Registry Limited to host the GCS Registry. The 
registry provides open access to detailed project and 
financial information, in order to ensure transparency 
and accuracy.

DNA Timber Library
The GCS partners with Double Helix Tracking 
Technologies to assist in the creation of a timber DNA 
map of the Conservation Areas. Easy DNA traceability 
of stolen timber is deterring illegal logging and 
encroachment from GCS project areas. Double Helix 
provides reliable, scientifically proven methodologies 
to collect and catalogue commercial timber species 
from registered GCS projects.



Benefits of the GCS  


