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PARIS AGREEMENT:
Article 4

19. All Parties should strive to formulate and communicate long-term low 
greenhouse gas emission development strategies, mindful of Article 2 
taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities, in the light of different national circumstances.

Decision text:
35. Invites Parties to communicate, by 2020, to the secretariat mid-century, long-

term low greenhouse gas emission development strategies …
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CONTEXT
4 Paris Agreement
4 Governance Regulation (+ MMR)
4 Momentum on climate laws
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FUNCTION of long-term strategies 
Ø Direction: signalling long-term course

Ø Commitment: establishing a decision for change

Ø Awareness: bring others on board

Ø Exploration: find out what is needed

Ø Management platform: organise the transition
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CONTENT of long-term strategies
Ø Targets (long-term and interim)

Ø Possible trajectories (sometimes several)

Ø Sector specific pathways (incl. with targets)

Ø Next steps: policies and measures

Ø Follow-up processes (governance)
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
Ø DIVERSITY… in all aspects:

§ Format and level of detail

§ Development process

§ Legal (and political) status

§ Governance processes (follow-up)

§ Long-term ambition
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EWAs piece – 2 slides
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www.climatedialogue.eu
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Source: Averchenkova, Duwe, Rüdinger, Voss-Stemping (2018) “Towards Paris-compatible climate governance frameworks. An 
overview of findings from recent research into 2050 climate laws and strategies”. IDDRI
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
AND OVER TO ISTVAN AND OUR PANEL
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Ø Getlyn Denks, Head of Climate Department, Ministry of the 
Environment Estonia

Ø Eduardo Santos, Director of Climate Change Department, 
Environment Agency Portugal

Ø Ilka Wagner, Deputy Head of Delegation UNFCCC, German
Ministry of the Environment 

Member State Experience Panel:
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