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Step 1 
Analysis of actor specific barriers 
and incentives 

Step 2 
Developing implementation 
strategies to address the barriers 
and incentives 

Step 3 
From implementation strategies to 
policy packages 

Step 4 
Validate the resulting ‚model 

package‘ through empirical 
evidence: policy packages 
implemented in successful 
countries  

 
 

A) Actor-centred analysis B) The empirical proof 

 The multi-criteria 
assessment scheme to 
evaluate single policies 
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!  EE governance and funding: targets, energy agencies, EE funds or obligations 
!  Get the energy prices right: reduce/remove energy subsidies and fund EE 

programmes instead of energy subsidies AND new generation; energy taxes 
!  Minimum Energy Performance Standards for buildings as a whole and for 

related equipment (mainly HVAC, lighting, appliances) 
!  Mandatory Energy Performance Certificates 
!  Information programmes and demonstration projects (to make benefits 

tangible) 
!  Financial incentives (e.g. tax breaks, soft loans) for energy-efficient new-build 

and renovation  
!  Education and training for all supply chain actors (architects, planners, 

builders, installers, financiers, etc.) 
!  Consideration of energy efficiency aspects in spatial planning (to avoid lost 

opportunities) 
!  Funding of R&D on ultra-low energy buildings; Awards and competitions for 

exemplary low-energy buildings 
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!  EE in buildings often cheaper than building new supply (power plants, 
lines, mines, gas fields, renewables) or importing energy! 

!  => No need for financial support or crediting?  
State budgets should be allocated to supporting EE  
(policy development, governance infrastructure, actor training, financial 
incentives)!  

!  But: state budget may be constrained anyway: better for donor 
countries to give financial support to implement EE policy than to 
costly mitigation options! 

!  At least: Give it as seed funding or loans for national incentive 
programmes / revolving funds 

!  " Technical and capacity building support for all steps of the EE 
policy development circle useful! 

!  Also for training of market actors. 
!  Technology cooperation, too. 
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!  Top-down indicators not useful 
!  Pragmatic bottom-up approaches work better: 
!  Take financial incentives/loans and MEPS (easy to monitor) as lead 

instruments for MRV of the package 
!  Residential sector: count numbers of EE buildings and use deemed 

savings 
!  Other sectors: add up engineering estimates of savings per building 
!  Do verification of achieved savings on sample of buildings 
!  Report on detailed methods and assumptions used (e.g., baselines) 
!  www.evaluate-energy-savings.eu (developed for national energy 

savings under EU’s ESD Directive but valuable also in other contexts, 
including NAMAs) 

!  Operational indicators for other types of instruments (e.g., 
professionals trained) 
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Source: Perspectives (2010) CONAVI = National Housing Commission 
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Cooperation has started or is planned with 

•  The Sustainable Buildings Network (SBN) under the IPEEC 

•  The United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), i.a. UNEP’s SBCI – 
Sustainable Buildings and Construction Initiative 

•  The Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP) and REEGLE 
(Information Gateway for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency) 

•  The World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD)  

•  The Global Environment Facility (GEF) 

•  Regional platforms such as www.buildup.eu 

•  Scientific institutes and experts on EE in buildings worldwide 
DE$F52*$GHDD$
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