Why we can’t afford to ignore population growth any longer
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The number of people added to the planet annually dropped through the 1990s but has increased in each of the last seven years.  The UNPD 2010 revision acknowledged higher than anticipated growth to 2010, but has not changed assumptions about future fertility reduction.  Population Reference Bureau (PRB) estimates of recent growth (more ground-truthed than UNPD) are significantly higher.
( Annual Increment in Global Population from UNPD 2010 Revision and Population Reference Bureau
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Current policies are choosing the high population projection.  We CAN choose a lower path.  

Population measures deliver gender, intergenerational and environmental justice

Wherever women have freedom to choose their fertility and their work, most choose small families.  Unintended pregnancies exceed 80 million a year.  Over 200 million women want to delay or end childbearing but lack access to contraception, and the unmet need is growing.

The total funding needed to provide universal access to fertility control (a Millennium Development Goal) is a fraction of total climate funding commitments.  Not only would these funds achieve highly effective adaptation and mitigation, they would synergistically increase the impact of all other measures.
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	Continued underfunding of family planning
	Enhanced and integrated 
family planning

	10.6 Billion
	8.1 Billion

	in 2050 and still climbing
	in 2050 and close to peak

	· Forests, fisheries and soils decimated.
	· Forest cover may be expanded.

	· Food aid insufficient for the hungry.
	· Water and food security may be possible.

	· Urban slums lacking services and sanitation.
	· Better access to health and education services.

	· Labour oversupply increases exploitation and inequality.
	· Less unemployment and exploitation, closing wealth gaps.

	· Social unrest and warfare.
	· More energy available per person.

	· Mass migrations threaten stability even of developed countries.
	· Less construction means lower emissions intensity of economy.

	· Military needs sideline emissions reduction commitments.
	· Infrastructure and services grow in quality rather than quantity.

	· The hopeless care little for cooperative long-term goals.
	· Hope builds commitment for climate stabilization.


josullivan@population.org.au                                                   Break the taboo.  Talk about population.

At current growth rates, the population in the Horn of Africa alone would add another 4 billion in the next 100 years.  The Middle East would add a further 4 billion.





Clearly these populations are impossible.  Population growth will stop, either humanely by fewer births or brutally by more deaths.





UN projections anticipate a steady drop in fertility.  But fertility decline has slowed, due to withdrawal of funds for family planning.  Only 0.4% of international aid from the EU goes to family planning.











Population growth in East Africa to 2110 �if growth rates remained constant. (


from Population Matters





( Allocation of international funding for “Population Assistance”� from S.W. Sinding 2009.  Population Poverty and Economic Development. Phil. Trans. R. Soc. B 2009 364, 3023-3030.








Population growth threatens security.  


Egypt, once the bread basket of the Roman Empire, now imports half its food requirements. At the current growth rate of 1.8% p.a. the food deficit will triple by 2050.  Oil has financed food imports, but Egyptian oil production peaked in 1996, and Egypt became a net oil importer in 2007.  Can a change of government improve this outlook?  Yemen is growing 50% faster, and will soon also run out of oil revenue.








Population programs are mitigation and adaptation


Emissions avoided by enhanced funding of family planning and girls’ education are incidental to the primary goal of reducing future vulnerability of populations to climate change impacts.  Nevertheless, the cost could be justified on the basis of avoided emissions alone.  Per carbon tonne they are less costly than low-carbon energy options including wind and solar, and cost-competitive with forest conservation and other landuse management improvements, even when the avoided births are in low-emissions countries (Wheeler and Hammer 2010, Center for Global Development Working Paper 229).  Benefits for health, gender equity, economic development, food security and climate change resilience far out-weight mitigation benefit.








A stark choice:











