Side Event – COP 18, Qatar (December 6th, 18:30 – 20:00)


Forests and Climate Change: scaling up action and collaboration

Date

6th December, Thursday

Time

18:30 – 20:00

Venue

Side Event Room 7
Organizers
Brazilian Ministry of the Environment and The Nature Conservancy

OUTLINE

This side event aims at discussing effective ways for forest policies based on the economy of forests to contribute to the challenge of climate change. Reducing forest loss, in most forested countries, like Brazil, has its early stages based on command and control actions. However, these measures  should be seen as part of a broader strategy for sustainable use and effective management of forests  that includes positive incentives to promote sustainable activities. In Brazil, this is the direction at which points the national climate change policy and its instruments such as the Amazon Fund. Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation thus can be considered as part of a forest policy that  recognizes forests as a vector of development for forest countries, integrating public policies such as agriculture, land reform, biodiversity, industry, among others. Forest policy in this sense, can be used in the larger perspective of sustainable development, supporting environmental conservation, social inclusion and economic development. The invited panelists will offer their perspectives  on the challenges of promoting integrated forest and climate change policies  in different regions of the planet, including from the angle of non-governmental sectors and private sectors. The speakers should also focus on opportunities and challenges of promoting international cooperation, including South-South, as a means to achieving results in this area.

Introduction: Carlos Klink, Secretary for Climate Change, Ministry of the Environment of Brazil ( 2´) 

 Panelists (to be confirmed):

· Minister of the Environment of Brazil, Izabella Teixeira –  Opening [15’]

· Presents results achieved in terms of reducing deforestation rates

· Presents the challenge moving forward – coordination among various policies, costs involved, etc. The need for a new and comprehensive narrative on Brazilian forest policies, including the challenges and opportunities 

· Brief introduction to the south-south cooperation in REDD+ including through the Amazon Fund  (focused on monitoring and MRV)

· Bavon N’SA Mputu Elima – Democratic Republic of Congo, Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and Tourism , Minister- [10’]

· Kuntoro Mangkusubroto, Indonesia, Head of REDD+ Task Force [10']

· Bard Vegar Solhjell, Norway, Ministry of the Environment, Minister [10’]
· Greg Fishbein – Managing Director for Forests and Climate, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) – [10´]

· Thomas Heller, Climate Policy Initiative – CPI, Executive Director [10’]
Debate [20']

Focal point: Francisco Oliveira, francisco.oliveira@mma.gov.br 

