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Where are we?
• GHG emissions in Quebec related to transportation = 43%;

• Trucking, mostly fueled by diesel, remains the preferred mode for a 
majority of shippers and producers;

• Trends in passenger transport continue to rely predominantly on 
private vehicles for the majority of travelers, with a preference for 
SUVs;

• Reversing these trends will require an integrated and concerted 
approach tying several levels of governments and the main 
stakeholders, with dedicated and sustained funding, to leverage 
innovative approaches, techniques and practices in various field;



Sustainable mobility – a pillar to our strategy

• Quebec government has implemented a series of strategic programs and 
action plans to address the challenges in this sector:
A policy on Sustainable mobility
An Action Plan on the electrification of transport – which includes ambitious EV 

targets for 2020 (100 000 Evs) and 2030 (1 million Evs);
The largest charging infrastructure in Canada (more than 3 200 in service);
A zero-emission vehicle mandate (ZEV standard);
Incentives of up to 8 000$ to acquire electric or hybrid vehicles;
Incentives to install charging stations at home and at working places;
Incentives for electric taxis, urban and school buses, as well as trucks;
And the pillar of our strategy - Carbon pricing – to send a price signal by 

incorporating the fuel distributors within the joint Quebec-California cap and trade 
system;



Where are we going?
• Efforts and programs will be maintained and accelerate, as transports are 

key part of a post-carbon society;

• The Electrification and Climate Change Plan 2020 – 2030 (reduction of 
37,5% of our GHG emissions);

• A plan that will include everybody – just transition;

• Major investments in public transport;

• Collaboration and partnerships among governments and stakeholders will 
continue to be key;

• Mobilization of populations - as social acceptance is key to the 
implementation of measures and innovations required to achieve a low 
carbon society;







Efforts to Decarbonize 
Transportation in 

Minnesota

Tim Sexton
Assistant Commissioner and Chief Sustainability Officer

Minnesota Department of Transportation



Minnesota



Climate Change in MN
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Minnesota is projected to experience 
the 2nd most warming of any US state



Next Generation Energy Act
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2005 Emissions Levels

2015

2025

2050

15%

30%

80%

Economy wide goals: reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
80% by 2050, interim 
reduction targets in 2015 
and 2025. 

Missed 2015 goal and NOT 
on track for 2025 or 2050.



GHG Intensity: 1997-2016
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Source: 
Minnesota 
Pollution Control 
Agency





Surface Transportation

15



Sustainability – Statute

Agency Vision
Minnesota’s multimodal transportation system maximizes the health of all 
people, the environment, and our economy

Minnesota statute 174.01: goals for MnDOT 

10) Ensure planning and implementation of all modes are consistent with 
the environmental and energy goals of the state

11) Promote and increase use of high-occupancy vehicles and low-emission 
vehicles

15) Reduce GHG emissions from the state’s transportation sector
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Project Overview



Actions to reduce emissions in transportation
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Emissions Reduction Scenarios
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Total Surface Transportation Emissions by Scenario



Emissions Reductions
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Actions

Find Integrated Solutions

• Sustainable Transportation Advisory Council (STAC)

• Regional Collaboration on EV Corridors

• Clean Transportation Funding 
Pilot Program

• Analyze GHG emissions on transportation projects

• MnPass Incentive
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I-94 near Albertville



Recommendations

Build an EV Market and Provide More EV Options

• Adopt the Clean Car Standards

Promote Biofuels to Reduce GHG Emissions and 
Support Rural Minnesota

• Strengthen petroleum replacement goals

• Expand biofuel infrastructure

• Higher biodiesel blends and renewable diesel

• Reduce the carbon impact of biofuels

Star Tribune, Sept 16, 2019



Clean Car Standards
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Adopted LEV standards Follows federal standards



Thank you!

Tim Sexton
Timothy.sexton@state.mn.us
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