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The Context: Methane in Malaysia

Methane makes up ~15% of the reported total
GHG emissions as reported in Malaysia’s
Fourth Biennial Update Report to the
UNFCCC.
● Malaysia signed the GMP in November

2021
● Action to reduce methane emissions in

the O&G and palm oil sectors can
contribute to both global climate
mitigation and long-term governmental
interests



Our Project: Methodologies

1. Literature review 2. Public survey 3. Focus group discussions



Our Findings: Institutional Governance on Methane



Our Findings: Transparency and Progress on Methane Emissions in Malaysia

Though there are indications 
emissions are falling due to 
positive corporate action.

There is no clear national 
plan for methane action 
yet.

Quantifying reductions with 
confidence remains 
challenging.

But improvements in 
corporate MRV in the 
coming years are expected.

Methane reduction is a “low-
hanging fruit”.



The government should clearly articulate a
national direction for methane action
● In contrary to some national frameworks

around the world, methane-specific
policies are perhaps not needed for
Malaysia.

● However, governance on methane
emissions need to be incorporated within
the national climate framework.

Recommendation 1: The Government



Recommendation 2: Corporations

Corporations to improve quantification and
transparency of methane emissions
● A more systematic and standardised

approach towards corporate measuring,
reporting, and verification could enhance
independent analyses of emissions and
reduce measurement uncertainties.

● Additionally, improved transparency on
corporate emissions demonstrates
progress and support in governmental
commitments.



Recommendation 3: Civil Society Organisations (CSOs)

CSOs to highlight the strong co-benefits
to air quality and health that arise from
action on methane
● Current policy and governance

landscapes view climate and air
quality as separate issues.

● More attention could be brought upon
methane emissions and its
implications on human health and
climate change adversities.



Thank you!
https://cerah-my.org/cerah-edf/

https://thepetridish.my/2022/12/21/edf-celebrates-first-year-milestone-in-malaysia/
https://cerah-my.org/cerah-edf/
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