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Ø No	single	country	can	protect	“its	own”	climate	by	reducing	its	own	
emissions.

Ø No	country	can	solve	its	own	climate	problem	for	itself.
Ø Each	country	faces	the	challenge	of	convincing	the	others	to	help	it	

solve	its	climate	problem.
Ø A	country	thus	takes	action	(reduces	its	own	emissions,	cooperates	in	

other	ways)	for	the	sake	of	getting	other	countries	to	do	likewise.
Ø A	country	is	more	likely	to	be	successful	if	other	countries	perceive	it	

to	be	doing	its	fair	share.
Ø So,	international	cooperation	with	fair	effort-sharing	is	more	likely	to	

be	agreed,		and	successfully	implemented.

“Outcomes	seen	as	equitable	can	lead	to	more	effective	
cooperation.”	[IPCC,	Summary	for	Policy	Makers,	2014]

Why	assess	the	national	efforts	on	the	basis	of	equity?	
Because	a	global	climate	response	must	be	fair	to	be	effective
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Results:	fair	shares	and	Paris	pledges	(INDCs)
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In	conclusion:
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Countries	will	need	to	ratchet	up	effort	further	than	current	pledges	
to	really	be	on	track	to	be	at	all	consistent	with	the	Paris	goals.	

Equity	is	key	if	this	is	to	happen:	as	the	IPCC	said,	a	fair	agreement	is	
more	likely	to	actually	work.	

An	initiative	among	a	broad	range	of	civil	society	stakeholders	on	the	
basis	of	science	and	equity	provides	clear	lessons:

Such	efforts	can	be	fruitful,	productive,	learning	experiences.

And	can	yield	informative	results:

- Some	nations	are	unambiguously	leaders,	others	laggards
- For	wealthier	countries,	providing	support	is	a	core	part	of	fulfilling	the	fair	share	
of	the	effort.

- For	poorer	countries,	even	those	who	have	met	their	own	fair	share,	muchmore	
must	be	done	with	support	through	international	cooperative	action.


