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Why evaluate the drivers of deforestation

* The Cancun Agreements requested
SBSTA to evaluate the mitigation potential
of land use, specifically those related to the
drivers of deforestation

e |t IS often said:

— There Is a trade-off between development
and forest conservation

— Developed countries are responsible for
deforestation

— Small-scale farmers and fuel gathering are
iImportant drivers of deforestation






Projections of Future Firewood and Charcoa
Use in Developing Regions

Wood for fuel

* Assumptions:
Developing countries will
need wood to fuel their
economic development

 The literature shows:
Firewood Is not a major
driver of deforestation, but
there Is still concern about

charcoal
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Small-scale farmers

* Assumption: Rural
populations are driving
deforestation for
subsistence farming

 The literature shows:
Small-scale farmers
are no longer a main
driver of deforestation,
although much of the
NGO literature focuses
on this iIssue




So, If these aren’t the drivers of
deforestation, what are?




Soybeans

« Assumption: Soybean
expansion is driving
deforestation, especially
In the Amazon

 The literature shows:
Policies and incentives
have successfully
reduced the impact of
soybeans on
deforestation In the
Amazon.




Beef cattle

* Assumption: Reducing
beef consumption will
decrease
deforestation In the
Amazon

F re 5.1 Map of Beef Production by Country, 2006

 The literature shows:
Beef Is driving
deforestation, but
alternatives can help
address this driver




Palm Ol
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Figure 6.4 Global Warming Emissions from Palm OQil Plantations in Indonesia and Malaysia under
Current Conditions and a Future Scenario

a) Emisslons/Sequestration

* The literature shows: Palm oll contributes
to significant carbon dioxide emissions
when 1t Is planted on peat lands



Timber and pulp

« Assumption: The timber industry, and illegal
logging, are critical drivers of deforestation

* The literature shows: Tropical timber does not meet
much of the world’s demand, but it can grow quickly
without policies and incentives to address it.

Annual Production of the Most Common Wood Products, 2008




Population and Diet

* Assumption: Increasing
rural populations will
INncrease pressure on
forests

* Our findings: Urban
populations and export
markets are the main

timates are by demographers from the United Matdons,
al Institute for Applied Systems Analyels,

sources of demand that
drive deforestation

Projections of Future Population




Forest Transition: Displacement of
Deforestation

* Some tropical
countries are
Increasing their forest
cover

Figure 11.1 The Forest Transition Curve

» Leakage does occur
(but not 100%)

» Global policies may be
useful to avoid
leakage



Root of the Problem
What's driving tropical deforestation today?

* Report will be
released on
Monday 13 June
2011

www.ucsusa.org/whatsdrivingdeforestation



