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Regenerative Cities - more than
sustainable urban development
Side event at UN Climate Change Conference - COP16

Cancun Messe, Cancun, Mexico
8 December 2010, 20:15-21:45, Room: Sandia

Are cities playing their part in climate change mitigation?
What role could CDM play in city policy?
What can we do to create truly regenerative cities?
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Regenerative cities — more than
sustainable urban development

Modern cities consume vast amounts of energy and
materials and their waste discharges put enormous
pressure on the Earth’s ecosystems.

Whilst cities depend on ecosystem services such

as freshwater, air, soils and wetlands they also tend
to disrupt them. Cities significantly contribute to
climate change and their ecological footprints can
exceed their surface area hundreds of times.

And yet, urbanisation is increasing and global urban

impacts are still growing.

Can this situation be changed?
How can we assure that cities take responsibility for
their ecological footprints?

How can cities become truly regenerative places?
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Achievements and problems
on the ground

Questions and answers



