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The Role of the Multilateral Trading System in Supporting Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation Efforts

Side Event at the UNFCCC Conference in Bali  
Monday, 10 December 2007, 15.30-17.30, Grand Hyatt, room "Biofuel"

This side event will provide opportunity for a dialogue on the links between trade and climate change agendas and the potential role of WTO in supporting climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts.  

Climate change is a challenge that transcends borders and requires solutions not only at national levels, but at the international level as well.  Multilateral cooperation, underpinned by efficient multilateral frameworks, such as the WTO, is therefore crucial. The WTO provides a framework of disciplines, that gives predictability and transparency to global trade, and serves as a forum to address trade-related issues and to negotiate further trade openness. Through its framework,  the WTO seeks to advance the overarching aim of raising standards of living, while allowing for the optimal use of the world's resources in accordance with the objective of sustainable development. 
WTO AND THE CHALLENGE OF CLIMATE CHANGE

This part will begin with a brief overview of the WTO activities relevant to climate change issues. Special focus will be given to the Doha Round of negotiations on the liberalization of environmental goods and services, the outcome of which may be  the key contribution of the WTO to climate change mitigation and adaptation efforts.  Facilitating access to products and services in this area can help increase energy efficiency and reduce greenhouse gas emissions and directly improve the protection of air, water, soil and natural resources conservation.
 TRADE DISCIPLINES AND CLIMATE CHANGE MEASURES  
National climate change policies have fostered a broad array of measures which may have an impact on international trade.  On the other hand, WTO rules offer a unique framework for ensuring predictability, transparency and the fair implementation of such measures. This section will explore how the WTO framework of trade disciplines may support the implementation of climate change mitigation and adaptation measures nationally and internationally.      
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