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Las Gaviotas:
Regeneration of the Rainforest
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#1 Carbon Reduction Technologies from Nature

forest inspired local economy



Club of Rome in Madrid

The village that could save the planet
How two men plan to extend the ecological miracle that is Gaviotas, Colombia, across the rest of the Third World.

How to regenerate this savannah 
devastated by 400 years of 

extensive cattle farming
into sustainable development?
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Las Gaviotas en el Vichada
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Homenaje al Dr. Paolo Lugari

Lack of Biodiversity

bad water

no credits

Fossil fuels

Hunger

lack of technologies

infertile land

poverty

lack of medicine

Unemployment

War

17 species
12 non-native

256 species
90% Amazon
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fixing 18 tons 
per hectare
per annum



1988The First Planting
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2000
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2006
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Las Gaviotas initiated by 
Dr Paolo Lugari

redefines the business model

If you buy a bottle of water a day
for 25 years
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Finance the regeneration of 8 HA of rain forest
Generate 200 tons of wood for paper, furniture, 
housing and/or energy once 

Fix 144 tons of CO2 per year 

Create 2 full time jobs

What more do you want?
Offer water for free to the local population

After 3 years each year 1,200 gallons of biofuel

if you buy water
from

 Las Gaviotas
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IN ADDITION

selling the fixed carbon
at $7 on the voluntary market

<www.gaviotasoffsets.org>

ZERI Foundation at COP 13 in Bali 8th of December 2007



Las Gaviotas shows how

to implement a system that goes 
beyond the mere fixing of carbon
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now Gaviotas will expand 
to 100,000 HA

in Marandúa, Vichada

ZERI Foundation at COP 13 in Bali 8th of December 2007

private investment guaranteed



www.zeri.org
www.zerilearning.org

THANK YOU!
and welcome to the press 
conference Monday 11 am 
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