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SS-GATE is a transaction and  
services platform that helps  
developing countries acquire  
capital, technology and other  
resources for development.
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TYpicAl DEvElopmEnT  
chAllEnGES FAcinG  
SouThErn counTriES

In order to achieve key development goals—
including the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) by 2015 — developing or “Southern” 
countries must tackle a myriad of complex  
issues, some of which include poverty  
reduction, clean energy and environment,  
and reliable health services.
 However, southern countries face a number 
of constraints that hamper their ability to meet 
these goals. They include, but are not limited to

  • Limited access to technology
  • Limited access to funding
  • Limited access to markets
  • Limited access to international networks

 Too often, these obstacles stifle the growth 
and revenue potential of many small and  
medium enterprises (SMEs) which are key  
vehicles for economic and social development.  

 

SS-GATE: SuSTAinAblE  
SouTh-SouTh SoluTion  
For incluSivE proSpEriTY 

To address these challenges, UNDP’s Special  
Unit for South-South Cooperation (SU/SSC) 
launched the South-South Global Assets  
and Technology Exchange (SS-GATE) in 2007.  
 SS-GATE is a transaction and services plat-
form that facilitates exchanges of technology,  
assets, services and financial resources for  
inclusive growth of developing countries. It is  
a global system that encourages private sector, 
public sector and civil society groups to engage 
in market-driven exchange of goods and services. 
The SS-GATE system also provides services in  
the form of market research, legal, technical  
and consulting services, and financing.
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An innovATivE moDEl

What makes SS-GATE unique?  

Transactional 
While most donor-supported initiatives focus on information provision, SS-GATE  
facilitates actual transactions though a market mechanism, offering both online  
and off-line end-to-end supporting services. 

Sustainable 
SS-GATE is designed to be self-sustaining, with a modest fee structure levied on  
successful transactions.

Market-driven 
SS-GATE allows fair competition in a market-driven environment.

Online and Offline Platforms
Transactions and services are supported both online via the SS-GATE website and in  
physical spaces via the Country Centers located in several countries around the world. 

A South-South Approach
Developing countries have access to appropriate and affordable technologies  
and practices.

How it works  
Support throughout the exchange proceSS

1 SubmiT

 Screen businesses 

 Seek funds 

 Post projects

2 rEviEw

 Review projects

 Screen applicants 

 Post to exchange 

3 TrAnSAcTion

 Make a match 

 Facilitate negotiations 

 Provide technical  
 & legal services 

 Secure funding 

 Finalize contracts



 A mulTi-TrAck STrATEGY

   SS-GATE operates along the following parallel tracks. 

 track one: Small and Medium Enterprise Technology and Assets Exchange
A platform for exchanges of assets, equity, technology, and financial resources for SMEs in 
developing countries, which includes tools for project bidding, partner matching, financing 
options, and acquiring project development services.

 track two: Underfunded Development Investment Exchange
 A Southern Development Stock Exchange Platform for contribution and partnership  
opportunities for under-funded development projects.

 track tHree: Creative Economy Projects Exchange
An exchange platform for creative projects in the South, including Arts, Music, Crafts, etc.

 track four: Energy and Environmental Projects Exchange
An exchange platform for technology transfer in energy and environment related fields, 
with particular focus on Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) in developing countries.

 track five: Global Health
An exchange platform that provides opportunities for information and knowledge  
sharing and technology exchange in the arena of global health.

future tracks 
Exploration into areas of infrastructure, education, and related social services.

The SS-GATe SySTem hAS 

facilities in  
many participating 

countries
  providinG A viTAl  

humAn preSence on  
The Ground in  

key AreAS.



ThE bEnEFiTS oF pArTicipATion

The success of SS-GATE is based on active participation from a variety of stakeholders,  
including governments, businesses and civil society groups. Participation brings a  
number of key benefits:

 Global Access
Expanded access to global markets via the SS-GATE online and offline platform.

 Reliability
To ensure effectiveness and maintain credibility, participation is regulated through  
stringent screening procedures, along with support that helps organizations develop  
their capacity to develop viable proposals. 

 Value-added Services
One-stop shop for project matching services, financial assistance, legal, technical and  
consulting services, and market research.

kEY pArTnErShipS

public-private partnerships are a 
building-block of the SS-GATe  
system. The SS-GATe initiative is 
made possible by collaborations 
with multiple partners including  
municipalities, country governments 
and international organizations 
within and outside the un system.
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SS-GATe SupporTS  
developinG counTrieS  

By providinG AcceSS To

 relevant and affordable 
tecHnologies and 

practices. 



To learn more about  
participating in this  
innovative program,  
please visit  
www.ss-gate.org



SpEciAl uniT For  
SouTh-SouTh coopErATion

The Special United for South-South  
Cooperation (SU/SSC), part of the  
United Nations Development Programme, 
coordinates the promotion of South-South 
cooperation within the United Nations.  
The preeminent focus of the unit is en-
couraging policy frameworks for develop-
ing countries to work together to achieve 
international development goals. The work 
of the unit is meant to complement rather 
than replace traditional North-South co-
operation, strengthening the South’s indi-
vidual and collective stance in South-North 
dialog and negotiations. For more informa-
tion, please visit: http://ssc.undp.org

uniTED nATionS  
DEvElopmEnT proGrAmmE

The United Nations Development  
Programme (UNDP) is the United Nations’ 
global development network, advocating 
for change and connecting countries to 
knowledge, experience and resources to help 
people build a better life. On the ground in 
166 countries, UNDP works with them on 
their own solutions to global and national 
development challenges. The UNDP’s focus 
is helping countries build and share solu-
tions in the areas of democratic governance; 
poverty reduction; crisis prevention  
and recovery; energy and environment;  
and HIV/AIDS. For more information,  
please visit: http://www.undp.org
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